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The Hands of the Lord Jesus 


Never were any hands like those 
whose little fingers first clasped the fin- 
gers of Mary and reached, as it were, 
into her very heart. How she and 
Joseph must have loved them as they 
saw them first in the manger at Beth- 
lehem and felt their feeble grasp and 
rejoiced in the perfect formation of all 
ten fingers! They must have watched 
them with keen interest as they grew 
stronger and deftly performed the tasks 
given to them in the home at Nazareth. 
And if those hands worked with the simple 
Palestinian tools in the carpenter’s shop, 
as they may have done, surely the work 
must have been neatly and thoroughly 
done. Those were the hands of the One 
who “took upon him the form of a serv- 
ant, and was made in the likeness of 
men: and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). But their full 
power was manifested after the baptism 
in Jordan, when John “saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and light- 
ing upon him: and lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3: 
16, 17). Perhaps the Lord Jesus clasped 
the strong, hard hands of Simon and 





Andrew when He called them from their 
fishing nets. It was not long before He 
visited at Peter’s house and, learning 
that his wife’s mother was sick, He.took 
her hand in His, “and lifted her up; 
and immediately the fever left her, and 
she ministered unto them” (Mark 1:31). 
Then He condescended to “put forth his 
hand” and touch a leper, “and as soon 
as he had spoken, immediately the lep- 
rosy departed from him, and he was 
cleansed” (Mark 1:42). How good and 
how strong His hand must have felt to 
Peter when, beginning to sink beneath 
the waves, he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 
“And immediately Jesus stretched forth 
his hand, and caught him .. .” (Matt. 
14:30, 31). And so one can trace the 
gracious work of those tender, strong 
hands through the Gospels, until they 
were voluntarily stretched out on the 
cross for us. “See! from his head, his 
hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow 
mingled down.” After the resurrection 
they began again their loving ministry. 
It was the pierced hands that dispelled 
Thomas’s doubt (John 20:27, 28); and 
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they prepared the fire, fish, and bread 
for that early morning breakfast by the 
Sea of Galilee when the Lord Jesus 
invited His disciples to “come and dine” 
(John 21:12). One of His last spoken 
messages on earth referred to His hands, 
and these words ought to bring encour- 
agement to us at this Christmastide, 
when there is much trouble in the 
church and in the world. His disciples 
were “terrified and affrighted” when He 
suddenly appeared in their midst, but 
He said: “Why are ye troubled? and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 
Behold ‘my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: handle me, and see: for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have” (Luke 24:38, 39). Why should 
we ever fear or be discouraged? For 
the blood flowed from those hands for 
all who trust the Lord Jesus as Saviour, 
and we who know Him look forward to 
the time when we shall see them with 
our own eyes. “He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32.) 
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The Messiah in Prophecy and Fulfillment 


Notes From a Layman’s Greek Testament by Ernest Gordon 


The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 1:1). 


HIS is another intimation of the 
parallel between the first and sec- 
ond creations. The Gospel of Mat- 
thew, in these opening words, follows 
the phraseology of Genesis as the Gos- 
pel of John does. “These are the gen- 
erations of the heavens and of the earth. 
... This is the book of the generations 
of Adam” (Gen. 2:4; 5:1). “The book 
of the generation of Jesus Christ” sug- 
gests a new creation, a Second Adam. 
The words, “son of Abraham” and “son 
of David,” in the genealogy refer to the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 




















two covenants, the covenant of the Land 
and the covenant of the King. 





And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS (Matt. 
1:21). 

Messiah’s name was foretold under 
many titles in the Old Testament — 
Shiloh, Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace, 
the Branch, the Desire of All Nations — 
but not till the angel announced to His 
mother His true name, “JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins,” 
was there any distinct intimation of this 
name. Some think that the name was 
kept secret in order that it might not 
be assumed by pretenders before the 
Lord Himself came. 





“ And thou Bethlehem in the land of 
Juda (Matt. 2:6). 

So-called to distinguish it from 
Bethlehem in Zebulon (Josh. 19:15). 
Jeremiah (26:18) tells us that this 
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prophecy of Micah was made in the days 
of Hezekiah, hence Micah quotes from 
Isaiah and not vice versa. The same 
millennial picture (Isa. 2:1-5) that ap- 
pears before the announcement of Im- 
manuel’s birth appears before the an- 
nouncement of the place of his birth in 
Micah 4:1-5. 





Then Herod, when he had privily 
called the wise men, enquired of them 
diligently .. . (Matt..2:7). 


The great prophecy of Messiah’s ad- 
vent in Daniel 9:24-27 finds unnoticed 
but obvious reference all through the 
New Testament. “Can ye not discern 
the signs of the prophetic juncture” 
(kairos), the convergence of prophecy 
upon Me as the Messiah? (Matt. 16:3.) 
Micah predicted the birthplace of the 
Messiah; Daniel the time of His appear- 
ing. Herod inquired of the Wise Men, 
not “diligently,” but exactly (akribos). 
He is thinking of the astronomical inter- 
pretation of the prophecy and what time 
the star appeared. 

He also asks for accurate investigation 
of the time of the young child’s birth 
(exezetasete, cross-questioned closely). 
That the time of the child Jesus’ birth 
was the subject of accurate research is 
clear from the words of verse 16, “slew 
all the children ... from two years 
old and under, according to the time 
which he had accurately inquired of the 
wise men.” 

In the beginning of Christ’s ministry, 
the unclean spirit in the Capernaum 
synagogue cried out, “I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God” (Mark 
1:24). This echoes Daniel 9:24, “To 
anoint the most holy. “I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called Christ,” 
said the Samaritan woman (John 4:25). 
As the word “Messiah” occurs only in 
Daniel 9, this, too, runs back to that 
prophecy — a Samaritan note in the uni- 
versal expectation of Messiah based on 
the expiration of the seventy weeks, 

So Peter in his First Epistle (1:10, 
11) speaks of the prophets’ inquiring as 
to what person and to what juncture the 
Spirit of Christ referred when He pre- 
dicted beforehand the sufferings of Mes- 
siah (“shall Messiah be cut off.” Dan. 
9:26). Gabriel’s announcement opened 
with, “Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city” 
(9:24). When the Gospel of Luke opened 
(2:25), it showed us expectant Simeon 
“waiting for the consolation of Israel” 
(thy people) and Anna speaking (2:38) 
“of him to all them that looked for re- 
demption in Jerusalem” (thy holy city). 
Gabriel in Daniel 9:27 had predicted the 
end of sacrifice in the Temple. “He shall 
make it desolate, even until the consum- 
mation, and that determined ...” So 
Jesus, in taking leave of His rejecting 
Israel, had said, “Behold, your house 
[that is, the Temple] is left unto you 
desolate” (Matt, 23:38). 
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He shall be . . . called the Son of 
the Highest .. . and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee (Luke 
1:32, 35). 

Elyon, the Highest, is the name of God 
associated in the Old Testament with the 
Gentile world. Melchizedek was priest 
of the Most High God and Balaam the 
prophet “knew the knowledge of the 
most High” (Num. 24:16). It suggests 
the earliest worship of God before the 
call of Abraham. Luke as a Gentile 
would note this as an indication of the 
universal character of Christ’s coming 
ministry. 





The Annunciation of Gabriel is cast in 
Trinitarian form and the Magnificat of 
Mary corresponds to it: 


Luke 1:35 


The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee 
The power of the 
Highest shall over- 

shadow thee 

That holy thing... 
born of thee shall 
be called the Son 
God. 


His mercy is the Messiah, Christ act- 
ing on successive generations until His 
second coming. He is the Mercy who 
was promised to our fathers, to Abra- 
ham, and his seed forever (v. 55); the 
Mercy sworn to Father Abraham (vs. 
72, 73); “the tender mercy of our God; 
whereby the dayspring from on high 
hath visited us” (v. 78). 


Luke 1:49, 50 
Holy is his name 


He that is mighty 
hath done to me 
great things 

His mercy is on them 
that fear him from 
generation to gen- 
eration. 





And the Lord shall give unto him 
the throne of his father David. And 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob 





Coming Next Week 


HEN a great city is stirred 

by a spiritual revival, it is 
front-page news in the Christian 
world. But when that city is the 
sophisticated movie capital of the 
world, even the secular press and 
news weeklies take note. Such 
has been the case of the recent 
evangelistic campaign of the Christ 
for Greater Los Angeles Commit- 
tee. Now Cutler B, Whitwell will 
tell the full story of the revival in 
Tue SunpAY Scuoot Times, in two 
articles, beginning next week. 
They are entitled, “The Great 
Awakening in Los Angeles.” 


An important side light on the 
International Uniform Lessons in 
the Book of Acts, which run 
through the first quarter of 1950, 
has been prepared by Dr, Merrill 
C. Tenney, Dean of Graduate 
School, Wheaton College. The 
first of his series of two articles, 
entitled, “The Environment of the 
Early Church,” will appear next 
week, 














for ever; and of his kingdom there 

shall be no end (Luke 1:32, 33). 

To some it-seems ridiculous to “put 
finger on verse and claim the promise,” 
yet a beautiful illustration of this prac. 
tice occurs in the Psalms. 

The great Eighty-ninth Psalm, in its 
first thirty-seven verses, is a summary 
and reiteration of the words of Nathan 
the prophet to David, the promise of an 
everlasting throne for the Son of God, 
which promise was repeated later in the 
angelic annunciation to Mary. It closes 
in verses 35-37 with, “Once have I sworn 
by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the sun before me. 
It shall be established for ever as the 
moon, and as a faithful witness in 
heaven.” 

The rest of the Psalm is thought to be 


(Continued on page 1120) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Question for Christmas Time 


Is there any chance that I can get 
the whole of the enclosed m? I 
want it for precious grandchildren. 
How I used_to love it, when, years 
ago in old England, the head nurse 
used to sing it to us! Perhaps it hasn't 
come over to this —_— ut if not, 

rhaps some of your English con- 
ributors to the “Round Table” who 
still live there may know it.... 

How I value THe Sunpay Scuxoor 
Times, standing true to the faith, when 
so much is giving way to the sad trend 
of these last days!—A Washington 
reader. 

The writer has sent the following lines 
of the old poem, which are all that she 


can remember: 


Once in a pleasant garden, 
God placed a happy pair, 
And all around was peaceful 
And all within was fair... . 
But oh! they disobeyed Him, 
The one thing He denied 
They longed for, took, and tasted 
They ate it, and they died. 
But in His love and pity 
At once the Lord declared 
That man, though lost and ruined 
Might after all be spared, 
For one of God’s descendants 
Not sinful, like the rest 
Should bruise the head of Satan 
And man be saved and blest. 
Thousands of years were over, 
Adam and Eve had died: 
The following genération 
And many more beside. 
At last, some shepherds 
Watching beside their flocks one night 
Were startled in the darkness 
By strange and heavenly light. 


It will be noted that the hymn begins 
in the Garden of Eden and takes one on 
to Bethlehem, where “there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night” (Luke 2:8). If any reader of the 
Times can tell where the poem may be 
found today, or can supply the rem*‘h- 
der of it, will he please write tc the 
Editor. 
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Redemption’s Story in Bible Lisigeces 


The glorious good news of salvation from 


creation to consummation 


heaven and the earth. He bowed 

the heavens also, and came down: 
and darkness was under his feet. And 
he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the 
wind. He made darkness his secret 
place; his pavilion round about him 
were dark waters and thick clouds of 
the skies. The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech nor lan- 
guage, where their voice is not heard. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, thou art God. He stretcheth out 
the north over the empty place, and 
hangeth the earth upon nothing. He 
bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; 
and the cloud is not rent under them. 
He holdeth back the face of his throne, 
and spreadeth his cloud upon it. The 
Lord of hosts is his name. When I con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy fin- 
gers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him? For 
thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with 
glory and honour. Thou madest him to 
have dominion over the works of thy 
hands; thou hast put all things under his 
feet. 


OW art thou fallen from heaven, O 

Lucifer, son of the morning ! how art 
thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations! For thou hast said 
in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God: . . . I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
most High. Now the serpent was more 
subtile than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made. And he said 
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, 
... Ye shall not surely die. She took 
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; 
and he did eat. And Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God. Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned. Then Abraham 
fave up the ghost, and died ... and 
was gathered to his people. And Isaac 
fave up the ghost, and died, and was 
fathered unto his people. And when 
Jacob had made an end of commanding 
his sons, he . . , yielded up the ghost, 


[’ THE beginning, God created the 


mn 


Several years ago at a chapel serv- 
ice at Columbia Bible College Miss 
Raws gave this unusual arrange- 
ment of Scripture verses as a mes- 
sage. The references have not been 
included in the story itself, in order 
not to interrupt the reading, but they 
will be found at the end of the 
article. Miss Raws is a daughter of 
Dr. Addison C. Raws, director of the 
Keswick Colony of Mercy and of the 
summer conferences held at Keswick 
Grove, N. J.; and she is now in China 
as a missionary in her first term of 
service under the China Inland 
Mission. 








and was gathered unto his people. Joseph 
died . . . and he was put in a coffin 
in Egypt. 


Y PEOPLE have committed two 
evils; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water. Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins 
have hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would not! 
And he saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no inter- 
cessor: therefore his arm brought salva- 
tion unto him; and his righteousness, it 
sustained him. I have laid help upon 
one that is mighty. His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins. Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord; be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word. And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man. Jesus also being 
baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, 
and a voice came from heaven, which 
said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee 
I am well pleased. 


Compiled by LOIS M. RAWS 


He is despised and rejected of men: 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief. And now I am no more in the 
world, but these are in the world, and 
I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me. I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil. And he bearing his 
cross went forth into a place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in the 
Hebrew Golgotha. Where they crucified 
him, and two other with him, on either 
side one, and Jesus in the midst. My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? When Jesus therefore had received 
the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life. Now 
upon the first day of the week, very 
early in the morning, they came unto 
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which 
they had prepared ... and the angels 
said unto them, Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but 
is risen. And he said unto them, It is 
not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in 
his own power. But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judza, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ — Faithful is he that calleth you. 
who also will do it. Ye men of Gali- 
lee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven. 


HE eyes of your understanding be- 

ing enlightened; that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead . . . and you hath he quickened, 
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who were dead in trespasses and sins. 
For by grace are ye saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God. As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him. Sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace. Strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power. 
Set your affections on things above, not 
on things on the earth. For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. 


CCORDING to my earnest expecta- 
ion and my hope, that in nothing I 

shall be ashamed, but that with all bold- 
ness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life, or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. The Lord is my 
shepherd: I shall not want. He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He 
testoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
ho evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the pres- 
ence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after; that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to enquire in his temple. For 
in the time of trouble he shall hide me 
in his pavilion: in the secret of his tab- 
ernacle shall he hide me. Fear thou 
not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall rot overflow thee: when thou walk- 
est through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned: neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death. And the 
Lord, he it is that doth go before thee: 
he will be with thee, he will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, 
neither be dismayed. 

Hast thou not known? hast thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? 
there is no searching of his understand- 
ing. He giveth power to the faint; and 
to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall: but they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
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they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint. He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the most 
High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He 
is my refuge and my fortress: my God; 
in him will I trust. 


As for God, his way is perfect. He 
led them forth by the right way. For 
he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness. He 
maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof are still. Then are they 
glad because they be quiet; so he bring- 
eth them unto their desired haven. The 
Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord 
will give grace and glory: no good thing 
will he withhold from -them that walk 
uprightly. Thou hast caused men to 
ride over our heads; we went through 
fire and through water: but thou 
broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth 
us with benefits, even the God of our 
salvation. My lips shall greatly rejoice 
when I sing unto thee; and my soul, 
which thou hast redeemed. My tongue 
also shall talk of thy righteousness all 
the day long. He hath not dealt with 
us after our sins; nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities. For as the 
heaven is high above the earth, so great 
is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath he removed our trans¢ressions 
from us. Thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest the savour:of his 
knowledge by us in every place. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name. This 
God is our God for ever and ever: he 
will be our guide even unto death. 


UT I would not have you to be igno- 
rant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: then we which 
are alive and remain shal] be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words. 
I saw seven golden candlesticks: and 
in the midst . .. one like unto the Son 
cf man, and when I saw him, I fell at 
his feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; 
I am the first and the last: I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death. 

And before the throne there was a sea 
of glass like unto crystal .. . and round 
about the throne, were four beasts ... 
and they rest not day and night, saying, 
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. 

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of 
the throne and of the four beasts, ang 
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as it had been slain . . . and they sung 
a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to 
take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth. And I heard a loud 
voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of his Christ: 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our 
God day and night. And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was 
no more sea. And I heard a great voice 
out of heaven saying, Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eycs; and 
there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain. 

And I saw no temple therein: for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple of it. And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did 
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lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. And the gates of it shall not 
be shut at all by day: for there shall be 
no night there. The throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
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servants sha]] serve him: and they shall 
see his face. 

He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly. 


ili. The Fallacy of Papal Jurisdiction 


Why the Roman Church is without a shred of support in 
her claim that her popes are head of the whole Church 


( HRIST gave Peter power to 
te govern the Church,” is the 
claim made in the literature 
published by the Knights of Columbus, 
under the title “Why Millions Call Him 
oly Father.’” This has appeared in 
millions of copies of the various popular 
magazines. If no Protestant reply is 
forthcoming, it is inferred that no reply 
is possible. For truth’s sake, and in the 
interests of inquirers, this statement goes 
forth. 

The booklet, “Why Millions Call Him 
‘Holy Father,’” makes the claim that 
Peter’s power to govern the church is 
founded on the Scripture, “Feed my 
lambs .. . feed my sheep,” as found in 
John 21:15-17. Bellarmine is supposed 
to have made the same claim, and yet 
the closest examination of this text fails 
to afford the slightest support for it. If 
any will examine the claims of the Ro- 
man Church in this connection, and this 
Scripture as the argument for them, they 
will readily agree with one authority 
who stated that this argument surpasses 
other arguments “in superlative silliness 
and impertinence” (Edgar). 

Tue THIRD PETRINE TEXT— THE CLAIM 

Readers of the popular magazines in 
Canada and America are told, “When 
Christ had risen from the dead and was 
preparing to leave the earth, he singled 
out Peter, saying: ‘Simon dost 
thou love Me more than these do?’ Three 
times Christ asked Peter: ‘Lovest thou 
Me?’ _. . and three times the Lord com- 
manded the apostles: ‘Feed My lambs 

. feed My sheep!’ Thus the Saviour 
made Peter the shepherd of His flock. 

. Referring to His flock as the sheep 
and the lambs, Christ appointed Peter 
to feed and tend them in His place ._. 
to be vice-Shepherd . . . to be Christ’s 
Vicar over His flock on earth .. . dis- 
ciples and apostles alike. Thus in the 
beginning, Christ gave supreme author- 
ity to one man— Peter” (p. 5). 

Here again, is a meaning, foreign to 
the context, intruded into a Petrine text, 
and then a mountain is built on an un- 
scriptural exegesis. Our Lord said to 
Peter, “Feed my lambs . . . feed my 
sheep.” Though hard to believe. Rome 
builds on this her claim to Peter's juris- 
diction over the apostles and the whole 
church. Dr. Littledale says: “St, John 
21:15-17 is explained as the mere restora- 
tion of St. Peter to his forfeited rank by 
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St. Gregory Naziansen, Doctor; St. Am- 
brose, Doctor; St. Augustine, Doctor; St. 
Cyril of Alexandria, Doctor.” Reading 
John 21:15-17 in the light of Peter’s ex- 
perience recorded in Luke 22, is it not 
as clear as daylight that Peter’s sin of 
a triple denial of his Lord is more than 
hinted at in his triple confession; and 
our Lord’s restoration of him? 
EARLY FATHERS AS OPPOSED TO ROME’S 
MobDERN INTERPRETATION 


Many statements are made for which 
there is not the slightest proof. That 
Catholics have a system of belief that 
has come down from the first century, is 
one such statement. There were none 
in the world for many centuries, believ- 
ing as the Roman Church teaches today. 
And yet the K. of C. booklet says, evi- 
dently referring to the Vatican Councif 
in 1870, “And yet in the past century, 
all the bishops of the Catholic Church 
assembled together at the Vatican, with 
the Pope. at their head, repeated again 
what has been the belief of Catholics 
from the first century and the days of 
the Good Shepherd Himself down to the 
present: ‘To Peter alone, Christ the 
Lord, after His resurrection, delivered 
the jurisdiction of the supreme Shep- 
herd and Ruler over His entire flock: 
‘Feed My lambs, feed My sheep.’” “Yes, 
Peter was the first Vicar of Christ ... 
Peter was the first Pope” (p. 6). 

Scripture and history are definitely 
opposed to this fourfold error, namely, 
(1) that to Peter our Lord delegated 
supreme authority; (2) that Peter was 
appointed Vicar of Christ; (3) that Peter 
was the first Pope; (4) and that this has 
been the belief of Catholics from the 
first century. Dr. Dollinger, theologian 
and historian of the Roman Church, sup- 
ports this conclusion, where he says: 
“Of all the Fathers who have exegeti- 
cally explained these passages in the 
Gospels [Matt. 16:18; John 21:17], not a 
single one applies them to the Roman 
bishops as Peter’s successors.” It is ap- 
parent, then, that John 21:17, referring 
back to Peter’s threefold denial, simply 
teaches that Peter was assured. by Christ 
that he was forgiven, reinstated, and 
recommissioned. 

A PYRAMID ON Its APEX 


Such an absurdity as a pyramid on its 
apex is the best illustration of the im- 
posing superstructure of Romish claims 
on some pin-point foundation. The. Ro- 
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mcn Church has taken a Scripture verse 
and interpolated her own unapparent 
meaning into it, and on that inter- 
polated meaning she has built her os- 
tentatious edifice of religious claims. 
For example, her mighty assumptions 
of Papal supremacy are built on her 
interpretation of Matthew 16:13-19; her 
pope-flattering decree of Papal infalli- 
bility. is reared on her intruded meaning 
into the simple words, “when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren” 
(Luke 22:32); while her much-flaunted 
Papal judisdiction is grounded on her 
own illogical application interpolated 
into the words, “Feed my lambs . 
feed my sheep” (John 21:17). 


THE SILENCE OF SCRIPTURE 


While the Roman Church is vociferous 
in making her claims, Scripture is silent 
regarding them. Had our Lord really 
invested Peter with supreme authority, 
infallibility, and universal pastorship, 
surely there would have been some men- 
tion made of it, both by our Lord and 
by His apostles. Instead of confirma- 
tion, the Scriptures are the refutation 
of what Rome asserts. 

It is stated that Peter had been reign- 
ing as Supreme Pontiff at Rome for 
some sixteen years, when Paul wrote 
his Epistle to the Romans in A.D. 58. 
Now, had Peter been the supreme 
teacher in Rome all these years, how 
could Paul say to the Roman believers, 
“I long to see you, that I may impart 
unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established” (Rom. 1:11). 
Had Peter been there, he would have 
attended to this. Highly suggestive, if 
not conclusive, that Peter had not been 
in Rome, is Paul’s significant word, “So 
have I strived to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should 
build upon another man’s foundation: 
but as it is written, To whom he was 
not spoken of, they shall see: and they 
that have not heard shall understand” 
(Rom, 15:20, 21). To the Christians who 
had ministered unto Paul, and who were 
settled in Rome, Paul sends greetings; 
and, while he mentions twenty-eight 
persons by name, is it not the strangest 
thing, he never even mentioned the 
“reigning pontiff’! Paul sent saluta- 
tions from the various Christians. He 
said, “The churches of Christ salute 
you,” and yet in the entire Epistle there 
is not a word about Peter being in Rome. 
What an eloquent silence is this! Paul 
mentions the civil governor, but not the 
sacerdotal “Vicar of Christ”! Why not? 

Let us consider another point. While 
Peter, as the Roman Church claims, was 
bishop of Rome, Paul was a prisoner 
there from the year 61 to 63, yet there 
is no mention of Peter as having had 
any contact with him. Paul was re- 
leased from prison, but was brought 
back to Rome, where he remained a 
prisoner until his martyrdom, in about 


A.D, 66.. According to Romish tradition, 
(Continued on page 1106) 
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yang-chen are described in China’s 

Millions, These were led by Pas- 
tor Meng, “a stocky, energetic man with 
strong lines to his jaw, once owner of 
an engineering repair shop in Tientsin, 
who now brings to Christian work the 
same energy and efficiency that made 
his business a success.” His song leader 
is a medical student who loves to help 
in medical work during vacation. 

At noon and in the evening, for a 
week, two powerful loud-speakers on 
the roof of the church broadcast warn- 
ings and invitations within the radius of 
a mile. Follows the type of broadcast: 

“You old men, squatting behind the 
wall; wake up and repent before it is 
too late. You old women, sitting on 
your kang doing your sewing, believe in 
Jesus and get peace in your hearts, 

“You farmers, carrying fertilizer to 
the fields, come to Jesus and He will 
take away the burden of your sin. 

“Sharecroppers, how can you say you 
have no sins? You always try to cheat 
your landlord when the harvest is shared 
out. You keep the good grain for your- 
selves and give the landlord the shriveled 
grain. 

“Landlords, how can you say you have 
no sin? In lean years you lend out 
grain at exorbitant rates of interest. 

“Mothers, how long are you going to 
be cruel to your daughters-in-law? ou 
will have to stand one day before the 
just Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Daughters-in-law, you hide murder- 
ous thoughts about your mothers-in-law. 

“Schoolboys, you think no one knows 
that you cheated at examination time, 
but you know and God knows. You 
had better repent and believe in the 
Lord Jesus, that your sins may be for- 
given. 

“Young men, only the power of the 
risen Christ in your heart can give you 
the strength and courage to lead upright 
lives in this wicked world. 

“Folks on the road, come quickly to 
the church in Wei-yang-chen. There is 
room in the building for the women to 
sit, and standing room in the yard for 
men and children.” 

This voice from the air scared some 
on the near-by mountain, but, in addi- 
tion to 140 inquirers in the city, ninety 
names were handed in from the country- 
side, each with a Christian to introduce 
him and to be responsible for him after- 
ward, The campaign also had a great 
influence on the high school in the city. 
While waiting for the teachers to come 
and start classes, the boys would sing 
the choruses, well knowing the Gospel 
of them, and when classes were over, 
they would resume the singing. 


Walter Montano, Bolivian 


Fy sane-sten are meetings in Wei- 


former 


monk, has received openhearted atten- 
tion at his preaching missions and be- 
fore large audiences in Colombia, Ecua- 
dor, and Peru. 


In Bolivia, Government 


officials invited him to public buildings, 
theaters, and even to the city hall to 
present the Gospel. The city council 
of Cochabamba, Bolivia, declared him to 
be an illustrious son of the country; and 
the dean of the law faculty of the uni- 
versity, who was a leader of the atheist 
club (of which Montano was once a 
member), “has come to accept God as 
a reality.” 

The Theosophical Society of Lima in- 
vited him to speak in its hall, and for an 
hour or more he preached to a large 
company of prominent citizens. After 
the meeting they invited him to a ban- 
quet in the National Club, directly op- 
posite the Government Building. 

“At the banquet table, a commander 
of the Peruvian Army, whose grandfather 
was president of the nation at one time, 
was seated at my right. During the din- 
ner, expressing his feelings very freely, 
he said, ‘When my turn comes up to 
accompany the president to the cathe- 
dral, I am instructed beforehand when 
to stand, when to kneel, and when to 
sit during the celebration of the Mass, 
but I do not understand what is going 
on, and it is so boring. This is the first 
time in my life that my heart longs for 
something spiritual. I am deeply at- 
tracted to Christ.’” 

There are shadows in the picture. At 


_his tent meetings at Quito, the first night, 


the wires were cut, leaving the meeting 
in darkness and tumult. The second 
night, students from the Jesuit college 
tried to set fire to the tent, crying, “Hail 
to the Virgin! Down with the Yan- 
kees!” “I went to them and asked them 
to look at my face carefully to see if 
I looked like a Yankee.” The entire 
police force of Quito was quickly on 
the ground to protect the meeting. South 
American governments now realize that 
it is detrimental to their national inter- 
ests to allow these fanatical outbreaks. 


Things Burmese.—The time of British 
rule in Burma is now looked back on 
as “the Good Era.” The results of in- 
dependence have been civil war, unrest, 
widespread armed robbery, dislocation of 
communications, and increased difficul- 
ties in supply. The Government of 
Burma has decided to limit the entry 
of foreign persons, whether missionaries 
or others. It may well be that only 
foreign physicians and teachers will in 
the near future, be allowed to enter this 
mission field. Although the progress of 
the Gospel is slow among Buddhists, 
among animist communities far from the 
railways it is very encouraging. 

A typical Buddhist fete is that of cre- 
mation of a Buddhist monk’s body. Peo- 
ple throng the town to watch the danc- 
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ing and acting and to gain merit by 
listening to the Buddhist law ang by 
worshiping in front of the coffin. The 
great event of each day is the huge tug 
of war. “Evenings, the coffin is placed 
on a large wooden cart decorated with 
bamboo and colored paper. Two long 
rows of people on both sides pull on the 
ropes attached to the cart. The winning 
side gains the merit.” 


Earning Salvation in Abyssinia Also— 
Mr. Blair writes of the long Lenten fast 
which closes with confession of sing to 
the priest. He prescribes the number 
of prostrations to be made according to 
the heinousness of the sins — some ten 
some fifty, some a hundred. Salvation 
by bowing to church buildings! 

“It is the case of the blind leading 
the blind.” Thus a Coptic priest is ep. 
countered who runs a training schoo] for 
deacons of the church. It consists of two 
hundred boys whose course lasts from 
seven to fourteen years, after which they 
know next to nothing about the Gospel, 
but can repeat by heart a large number 
of poems and fables about saints and 
sing the Psalms in Geez, a language they 
cannot understand. 


Of the Bible Churchmen’s ministry, 
Mr. Blair writes: “The Men’s Bible 
School closed early this week for the 
Easter vacation, and thirty students have 
spread out all over the country for six 
weeks’ evangelism. They went out in 
twos and threes, and each of them had 
about four hundred books, Gospel tracts, 
copies of “Pilgrim’s Progress,” and so 
forth, to sell and give away. Some have 
been imprisoned. Two such apostles, 
members of the Society of the Followers 
of the Apostles, were held in prison for 
over a month and then returned full of 
joy in their sufferings for Christ.” 

Mr. Blair has started a mission farm 
to provision the Bible schools. To reach 
it one has to cross the floor of the great 
African Rift Valley to the Arusi es 
capement “which rose up before us like 
a great wall thirty-five hundred feet 
high, in three colossal steps. “As ! 


‘looked at this great threefold barrier, 


I thought of the great threefold spiritual 
barrier to Arusi: the formalism and 
deadness of the Coptic church, the igno- 
rance and superstition of the pagan Gal- 
las, the pride and hostility of the Mos 
lems. Each of the three barriers has to 
be scaled to conquer for our Lord Jesus 
the heart of Arusi, that province which 
has long been renowned for its wildness 
and wickedness.” 

Another consequence of the weaket- 


ing of British naval power in the Eas 
is the revival of the slave trade carried 
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on by Arabs across the Red Sea. More 
than a hundred thousand blacks have 
already been stolen from Africa recently 
by these slave raiders. 


Communism in Italy has not generally 
gone the lengths of that of Russia, and 
there has been no anti-God campaign in 
Italy. In most Protestant churches are 
members in full communion who are 
also members of the Communist party. 
At Spezia, the provincial secretary of 
the Party publicly acknowledged his 
debt to Protestant schools he attended 
as a boy and often attends the services 
in the Methodist church. 

This explains the unprecedented op- 
portunities given to Protestant preachers 
and laymen to speak at Communist and 
Socialist halls, or club rooms, Beyond 
Alpine Snows tells us. Rarely do such 
invitations come from other political 
parties. 

“Our Protestant leaders have not been 
slow to accept these invitations or to 
seize the opportunity to present the Gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. But they 
fully realize that in most cases they 
have been called to refute the claims of 
the Roman Church. Often they have 
beeri asked to engage in controversy with 
priests and friars and have been ap- 
plauded enthusiastically when their op- 
ponents have had to withdraw discom- 
fited from the field. While all this is 
true, it is also a fact that in very many 
cases, after the crowds have faded away, 
a little group remains, anxious for a 
chance to speak with the preacher or lec- 
turer who has aroused their curiosity. 
Then comes the Christian worker’s great 
opportunity, and it is to the little group 
of eager listeners, who will often beg 
him to stay on with them until late at 
night, that he is able to preach Christ 
and Him crucified for the salvation of 
the world.” 

Communists are sick and tired of 
priestly impositions and clerical intrigue. 
Those of Italy realize that Protestantism 
stands for social justice for all and that 
the Roman Church is opposed to this. 


And in Spain?—Here the iron hand of 
Rome is merciless. A Spanish evangelist 
writes of a little church whose hall was 
closed. “The mayor imprisoned two of 
our believers, threatening them with ter- 
rible consequences if they did not give 
up the key. They were released only 
after surrendering the key. They have 
threatened the women and young girls 
to shave their heads if they go to the 
meetings. Yet a cottage meeting gath- 
ered fifty people.” 

In another place, Senora S——, when 
summoned to go before the chief of 
police for allowing hymns to be sung in 
her house, offered to sing hymns to him 
to prove to him that they were good. 
He refused to listen. “These two women 
are very zealous, going visiting together 
every Friday afternoon to get into 
houses where the people know nothing 
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of the Gospel.” Another woman, who 
scrubs floors to keep herself and children 
from starvation, is a real testimony to 
the Lord. She has been able to bring 
some eight women to the Lord. They 
told of how she talked to them, read to 
them, and showed them the way of sal- 
vation. Her humble home is always 
open for cottage meetings. 

Such are the early-church Christians 
whom the Franco regime abuses. In 
vain, however. I noticed elsewhere the 
case of a young girl who came to the 
pastor in a Valencia meeting, confessing 
that it was the first time she had dared 
attend an heretical meeting. “Hearing 
you speak of Damaris (Acts 17:34), and 
how she faced the mockery of the Athen- 
ians and accepted the evangelical mes- 
sage, I felt in myself a warning from 
heaven.” She has become an active 
member. This one-by-one recruitment 
is the strength of Spanish Protestantism. 


Dr. William H. Chisholm, of the In- 
dependent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions, is broadcasting the Gospel 
every other week over the Korean 
National Government network and, on 
alternate Sundays, on the Pusan broad- 
cast. Both Northern and Southern 
Korea are covered. The Bible Institute, 
which he founded a year ago with forty 
students, now has 195. The Theological 
Seminary in Pusan is the single seminary 
which does not compromise with Mod- 
ernism. Its founders spent long, hard 
years in Japanese prisons for refusal to 
bow before Shinto shrines. They de- 
mand that the Korean Church take ac- 
tion against the present church leader- 
ship, which went through a rite equiva- 
lent to being baptized in the name of 
the Japanese sun goddess. For their in- 
sistence on going all the way with the 
Word of God, they have incurred the 
wrath of the Korean General Assembly. 
So a great fight is on! 

A large independent Presbyterian 
church has just been completed on the 
Bible Institute property. It accommo- 
dates four hundred and is already too 
small. People from Modernist and com- 
promising churches are coming to it. 

Dr. Chisholm and Mr. Kim preach 
about the country in market places. 
They report a great demand for Gospels 
of St. John. “We seem to have different 
crowds constantly. Pusan is the gate- 
way to the nation. People go from here 
all over the country.” Those interested 
are invited to Dr. Chisholm’s home, and 
many come from long distances. A work 
across the city has led to the forming. 
of various church groups. 


The Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Highland Park, Mich., has been under the 
leadership of Dr. William G. Coltman 
for thirty-five years. A tribute to him 
from his church reads: 

“He has consistently preached the full 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed in 
God’s Word. The results bear witness 
to his faithfulness. At the present time 
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we have 32 missionaries proclaiming 
God’s message of love; 26 young men 
have gone out from the church into the 
ministry; and 82 of our young people 
have been in training this past year in 
Bible institutes, Christian colleges and 
universities, or in Bible seminaries, with 
an aim to make their lives count more 
for eternal things.” 

The three notable events in the Epis- 
copal Convention in San Francisco seem 
to have been: (1) the refusal to seat 
women delegates elected to the conven- 
tion; (2) the refusal to license laymen to 
assist in administering the Holy Com- 
munion; and (3) the party thrown to 
the assembled bishops by the whiskey 
magnate, Mr. Walter Buck, president of 
the American Distilling Company. which 
important event was exhibited to twen- 
ty-six million readers of Life. 

This appears to be a fresh illustration 
of the campaign which is going on to 
give a veneer of respectability to liquor- 
dom by associating it with churches and 
colleges. Another was the offer of the 
New York State Wholesale Beer Dis- 
tributors Association to organize a 
Choral Singing Contest in a Harvest 
Song Festival. “It is our plan to make 
the Harvest Song Festival the outstand- 
ing musical event of the year in New 
York State. Yours for one of the graces 
of good living — good singing.” 

President Paine of Houghton College 
answered for his a cappella choirs: “The 
consumption of alcohol by human be- 
ings cannot by any logic be brought into 
line with the concept of good living.” 

Why did not the Episcopal bishops give 
their distiller-host a like brush off? 


Brief Notes 


I notice, in the church notices in a 
New Mexico paper, the weekly calendar 
of the “Church of Christ.” In the next 
column is the calendar of the “Church of 
Christ Without Innovations.” 


Of the 97,000 men and women en- 
rolled in Columbia University, New York 
University, New York City College, and 
so on, 55,000 are Jewish. The American 
Tract Society has appointed Dr. Fred- 
erick A. Aston, a Hebrew-Christian with 
considerable academic experience, to 
work in this field. 


New Zealand contributed a small flock 
of stud sheep to improve the type of 
sheep in China, sending them to Mr. 
Alley, the organizer of the Cooperative 
Movement in Western China during the 
dark days of the Japanese invasion. Now 
the New Zealand farmers’ federation 
have dispatched 1,050 more to him. It 
is noticeable that all these forms of 
practical relief come from lands of the 
Reformation. 

In Zurich a very interesting exposition, 
organized by the Sunday schools and 
entitled “The Child and the Bible,” filled 
twenty halls of the Pestalozzium with 
material edited to interest children to 
love the Bible. 
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The Fallacy of Papal Jurisdiction 
(Continued from page 1103) 


Peter had been resident bishop of Rome 
for twenty-four years A.D. 42 to 66). 
The K. of C. booklet says Peter “proceeds 
to Rome, where, preaching the Gospel, 
he continues for twenty-five years 
Bishop of that city” (p. 28). In the light 
of this, it seems impossible to account 
for the fact that in all his prison Epis- 
tles, though he mentions many as send- 
ing remembrances, Paul makes not a 
single reference to Peter. How could 
Paul be guilty of such a grave omission 
if Peter, as “Infallible Vicar of Christ” 
and “Supreme Pontiff,” were resident in 
Rome during the years of his sojourn 
there? 
(To be continued) 








“Silent Night” 
By Theodora Koch 


N THIS Christmas season, as a matter 

of special interest to the boys and 
girls of the Sunday school who may be 
postage stamp collectors, attention may 
be invited to the commemorative stamp 
issued by Austria in honor of the one- 
hundred-thirtieth anniversary of the 
writing of the most popular of all Christ- 
mas hymns, 

The stamp is a beautifully reproduced 
dual portrait in reddish brown - with 
white - lettering. The denomination is 
sixty groschen. At the very top are the 
words, “Republik Oestereich” (“Austrian 
Republic”), the country of its origin. On 
the left is the kindly, thoughtful face 
of Franz Gruber, and on the right is 
the serene, dignified visage of Josef 
Mohr. Across the bottom of the stamp 
is the legend: 

130 JAHRE 
“STILLE NACHT, HEILIGE NACHT” 
(130 years 
“Silent Night, Holy Night’’). 

The children should be told the story 
of the Christmas Eve in the little vil- 
lage of Oberndorf, near Salzburg, in 1818. 
Franz Gruber, the schoolmaster, and 
Josef Mohr, the vicar, were alone in the 
tiny schoolhouse. Mohr had written the 
lovely verses and had brought them to 
his friend, Gruber, who composed for 
them the unforgettable melody which 
has become almost as well known as 
Christmas itself. It was not long before 
wandering Tyrolese spread the hymn all 


over Europe and thence throughout the 


world. 

As if in obedience to the Biblical be- 
hest, “Go ye therefore into all the world,” 
the new postage stamp spreads the story 
of the wonderful old hymn wherever a 
letter may be sent from Austria. 

Perhaps one of the members of the 
Sunday school has a copy of the stamp 
which he or she may be willing to lend 
for exhibition. 


New York City. 
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A Singing Heart , 





December 10, 1949 


Why Christians should, and how they may, have it 


HAT would.Christmas be without 
its beautiful music? During the 
Advent and Christmas season our 
churches, homes, and schools are flooded 
with beautiful Christmas music. Even 
our department stores have organs, 
chimes, and choral groups which sound 
forth the glorious Christmas melodies. 

A thrilling experience in department 
store Christmas music is to stand in the 
great center aisle of the John Wana- 
maker store in Philadelphia, evenings 
before Christmas, and there to join with 
the host gathered in the singing of 
Christmas carols. It is thrilling to lift 
one’s voice in Christmas music with 
Christian friend, stranger, neighbor, and 
some of different race and color. 

The great emotions of the heart al- 
ways tend to express themselves in song. 
Poetry is the language of the heart. Lit- 
tle wonder that song is one of the 
channels through which we _ express 
Christmas. 

It was most fitting and surely most 
significant that Jesus’ birth was heralded 
by singing angels. His birth set be- 
lievers singing. They have been singing 
ever since, and often the unbelieving 
world joins in as if to warm itself at 
this Christian fire. 

All the way from the beloved Christ- 
mas carols to the majestic “Messiah” 
there is no music like Christmas music. 
It is written in the major key and calls 
men to positive expression of religion. 
Christianity has always been a singing 
religion. It brings new joy to life that 
sorrow and trouble can never quench. 

It is well, therefore, at this Christ- 
mas season, to ask ourselves: Do I have 
a Christian experience that gives me a 
“singing heart”? 

In my parental home we had a little 
canary. This tiny songster was supposed 
to be a very fine singer, but the only 
time he chose to sing was when the 
vacuum sweeper was running, or when 
the room was filled with people talking, 
or when someone was holding a tele- 
phone conversation. At these times this 
little bird seemed to get his singing 
voice. He seemed to require an outside 
stimulus to give him a singing heart. 
Many human beings are like this little 
canary: they are constantly in need of 
an outside stimulus to keep their hearts 
singing. 

God can give us a song in our hearts 
not spasmodically but constantly. The 
early Christians were always singing. 
Great Christians through the ages have 
sung their faith. The hymns that have 
come from their hearts have kindled joy 
and hope and faith in the hearts of 
others. 





By RAYMOND and HELEN VEH 


When Isaiah was given the vision of 
One who should come as the Messiah, 
the representative of God, he sang of 
those who walked in darkness as having 
seen a great light (Isa. 9:2). 

When Mary knew that the child given 
her of the Lord was to be the “Son of 
the Highest,” the long-awaited Messiah 
and Saviour, she sang a song of praise 
(Luke 1: 46-55). 

When Jesus faced Gethsemane, He. 
with His eleven apostles, sang a song 
of faith and hope together in that upper 
room before going out to the Mount of 
Olives (Matt. 26:30). 

Paul and Silas had something in them 
that made them sing behind iron bars 
in a prison (Acts 16:25). With feet 
securely locked in stocks, and with backs 
bleeding from the cruel beating, they 
could still sing at midnight. Paul and 
Silas knew Christ, that is why they could 
sing a song of joy in a dungeon at such 
an hour. 

No other leader has enabled men to 
sing in times of sorrow, persecution, and 
suffering. No other leader fills men’s 
hearts with joy even in the greatest hour 
of grief. Ought we not as Christians 
rejoice that we have such a Saviour 
and Lord? 

The song in the midst of trying cir- 
cumstances and experiences is not con- 
fined to the first century Christians. We, 
too, may have the song. We have it 
when we abide in the center of God's 
will and love. Jesus Christ is God's 
Gift to the world to set men’s hearts 
singing. In the Master’s own words, His 
desire for us is “that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy might 
be full” (John 15:11). 

Do you wish to have a singing heart? 
The key is in your hands with which 
to unlock the door to happiness. The 
“singing heart” is perpetually ours: 

1. When we commit our life wholly to 
Christ. As we trust Him in all things 
casting all our cares upon him, knowing 
that “he careth for you,” we have the 
angel song re-echoed, “Peace on earth, 
good will to men.” Then we have His 
gift, “a singing heart.” 

2. When we have a companionship 
with Christ who knows life in all its 
phases. This conscious companionship of 
“God with us” through all of life, from 
birth to its passing, is one of the most 
helpful aspects of Christianity. It is 
the sense of His constant abiding pres- 
ence in our life and in our world that 
inspires a positive song. 

3. When we keep attuned to Christ. We 
are the happiest and at our best when 
we are in tune with God, through the 


(Continued on page 1119) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. GOD’S MESSIAH 
Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jeremiah 33:14-18; Luke 2; printed text, Isaiah 9:2-7; 11:1-5 
Golden Text.—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:14 


Kinc James VERSION 

Isa. 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 


henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 
perform this. 


Chap. 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a B:anch shall grow out of his roots: 

2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisd2m and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lorp; 

3 And shail make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Loro: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
T THIS happy season of the year 
A our hearts turn once more to the 
wonderful story of the coming 
into the world of God’s beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose advent in grace 
was predicted so definitely hundreds of 
years before His birth. Isaiah lived in 
troublous times and his heart must often 
have been cast down as he contemplated 
the perplexities faced by his nation and 
the seemingly interminable wars and 
sorrows of the world around. But the 
Spirit of God enabled him to look on 
with prophetic vision to the time when 
One sould appear who should bring in 
an era of unbroken peace and everlast- 
ing righteousness. It is clear that He 
who was thus to be manifested was both 
God and man, for to no merely human 
personality could the terms be applied 
which the prophet here uses. He had 
already spoken of the virgin’s Son, 
whose name was to be called Immanuel, 
which means “God with us” (Isa, 7:14). 
We know from many other Scriptures 
thet there were to be two advents of 
this promised Redeemer. God foresaw 
that man would reject Him at His first 
coming, but He decreed that at His sec- 
ond coming no question could be raised 
as to whether or not Israel and the 
nations would receive Him. When He 
came the first time, He presented Him- 
self as the promised King, but His own 
people cried, “We have -no king but 
Cesar” (John 19:15). So they refused 
to acknowledge His claims or. submit to 
His authority. But when He comes again 
He will appear “in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God” 
(2 Thess. 1:8). Throughout the long 
centuries between these two advents the 
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Gospel of the grace of God is sounding 
out and all men everywhere are called 
upon to repent and believe the glad tid- 
ings. Apart from personal faith in Him 
who suffered and died to make propitia- 
tion for our sins, there is no hope of 
salvation (Acts 4:12). It is vain to pro- 
fess to honor Him by celebrating His 
birth, while refusing to trust in His 
atoning work. Bethlehem was but the 
first step down from the throne of glory 
to the cross of Calvary. He Himself 
tells us definitely that He came “not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt, 20:28). 


The Historical Setting 

In the reign of Ahaz, king of Judah, 
Palestine had become to a great extent 
a buffer state between the ancient and 
somewhat decadent kingdom of Egypt and 
the rising power of the Assyrian Empire. 
In his desperation, Ahaz first sought help 
from Egypt, only to find ‘that he was 
relying upon a “broken reed” (Isa, 36: 
6). Isaiah protested against any alli- 
ances with either of these dominions 
and foretold the coming of a Deliverer 
who would save Judah from her grave 
perplexities. He made it clear, however, 
that deliverance would not come until 
some years after both Ahaz and the king 
of Israel had passed away (Isa. 7:16). 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 9:2.—“The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light.” The 
prophecy referred primarily to the com- 
ing of Messiah to Galilee, as the first 
verse makes clear, but it is truly de- 
scriptive of the world as a whole before 
the advent of Him who is the light of 
life. He it is who illuminates all men 
by manifesting their true character in 
the light of His infinite holiness. 


Verse 3—‘“Thou hast multiplied the 





nation, and increased the joy.” 
There seems no good reason for intro- 
ducing the word “not” as in the A.V.; 
the R.V. omits it, and this seems to give 
the true serse of the Hebrew text and 
is in full accordance with the rest of 
the verse. 


Verse 4.—“Thou hast broken the yoke 

. and . . . the rod of his oppressor.” 
As in the days of Israel’s oppression un- 
der the Midianites, when God raised up 
Gideon to be their deliverer, so in His 
own time He raised up Christ to bring 
His people out of sin’s bondage. 


Verse 5.—“Every battle of the warrior 
is with confused noise.” Bloody warfare 
and cruel strife have cursed the world 
because of sin’s ravages, but the prophet 
foresaw the coming of the one who was 
to destroy the effects of sin and bring 
in lasting peace. 


Verse 6—“A child ... born ...a4 
son .. . given.” By these terms the 
prophet distinguished between the hu- 
manity and the deity of our blessed Lord. 
As to His human nature, He was the 
virgin’s child; but as concerned the mys- 
tery of His divine personality, He .was 
the eternal Son of the Father, given in 
grace for the redemption of a lost world. 
The names applied to Him show that 
He was more than man. These names 
should probably be understood as a 
series of couplets. He is the Wonderful 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, and the Peaceful Prince. 
Titles such as these can only be applied 
rightfully to one who is divine. The 
expression “Everlasting Father” might 
be rendered “Father of the Ages.” It 
identifies our Lord as the one who has 
dominion over all the dispensations of 
God. 


Verse 7.—“Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no 
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The Fallacy of Papal Jurisdiction 
(Continued from page 1103) 


Peter had been resident bishop of Rome 
for twenty-four years A.D, 42 to 66). 
The K. of C. booklet says Peter “proceeds 
to Rome, where, preaching the Gospel, 
he continues for twenty-five years 
Bishop of that city” (p. 28). In the light 
of this, it seems impossible to account 
for the fact that in all his prison Epis- 
tles, though he mentions many as send- 
ing remembrances, Paul makes not a 
single reference to Peter. How could 
Paul be guilty of such a grave omission 
if Peter, as “Infallible Vicar of Christ” 
and “Supreme Pontiff,” were resident in 
Rome during the years of his sojourn 
there? 
(To be continued) 








“Silent Night” 
By Theodora Koch 


N THIS Christmas season, as a matter 

of special interest to the boys and 
girls of the Sunday school who may be 
postage stamp collectors, attention may 
be invited to the commemorative stamp 
issued by Austria in honor of the one- 
hundred-thirtieth anniversary of the 
writing of the most popular of all Christ- 
mas hymns, 

The stamp is a beautifully reproduced 
dual portrait in reddish brown with 
white - lettering. The denomination is 
sixty groschen. At the very top are the 
words, “Republik Oestereich” (“Austrian 
Republic”), the country of its origin. On 
the left is the kindly, thoughtful face 
of Franz Gruber, and on the right is 
the serene, dignified visage of Josef 
Mohr. Across the bottom of the stamp 
is the legend: 

130 JAHRE 
“STILLE NACHT, HEILIGE NACHT” 
(130 years 
“Silent Night, Holy Night’’). 

The children should be told the story 
of the Christmas Eve in the little vil- 
lage of Oberndorf, near Salzburg, in 1818. 
Franz Gruber, the schoolmaster, and 
Josef Mohr, the vicar, were alone in the 
tiny. schoolhouse. Mohr had written the 
lovely verses and had brought them to 
his friend, Gruber, who composed for 
them the unforgettable melody which 
has become almost as well known as 
Christmas itself. It was not long before 
wandering Tyrolese spread the hymn all 
over Europe and thence throughout the 
world. 

As if in obedience to the Biblical be- 
hest, “Go ye therefore into all the world,” 
the new postage stamp spreads the story 
of the wonderful old hymn wherever a 
letter may be sent from Austria, 

Perhaps one of the members of the 
Sunday school has a copy of the stamp 
which he or she may be willing to lend 
for exhibition. 


New York Criry. 
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A Singing Heart , 


December 10, 1949 


Why Christians should, and how they may, have it 


HAT would. Christmas be without 
its beautiful music? During the 
Advent and Christmas season our 
churches, homes, and schools are flooded 
with beautiful Christmas music. Even 
our department stores have organs, 
chimes, and choral groups which sound 
forth the glorious Christmas melodies, 

A thrilling experience in department 
store Christmas music is to stand in the 
great center aisle of the John Wana- 
maker store in Philadelphia, evenings 
before Christmas, and there to join with 
the host gathered in the singing of 
Christmas carols. It is thrilling to lift 
one’s voice in Christmas music with 
Christian friend, stranger, neighbor, and 
some of different race and color. 

The great emotions of the heart al- 
ways tend to express themselves in song. 
Poetry is the language of the heart. Lit- 
tle wonder that song is one of the 
channels through which we _ express 
Christmas. 

It was most fitting and surely most 
significant that Jesus’ birth was heralded 
by singing angels. His birth set be- 
lievers singing. They have been singing 
ever since, and often the unbelieving 
world joins in as if to warm itself at 
this Christian fire. 

All the way from the beloved Christ- 
mas carols to the majestic “Messiah” 
there is no music like Christmas music. 
It is written in the major key and calls 
men to positive expression of religion. 
Christianity has always been a singing 
religion. It brings new joy to life that 
sorrow and trouble can never quench. 

It is well, therefore, at this Christ- 
mas season, to ask ourselves: Do I have 
a Christian experience that gives me a 
“singing heart’? 

In my parental home we had a little 
canary. This tiny songster was supposed 
to be a very fine singer, but the only 
time he chose to sing was when the 
vacuum sweeper was running, or when 
the room was filled with people talking, 
or when someone was holding a tele- 
phone conversation. At these times this 
little bird seemed to get his singing 
voice. He seemed to require an outside 
stimulus to give him a singing heart. 
Many human beings are like this little 


* eanary: they are constantly in need of 


an outside stimulus to keep their hearts 
singing. 

God can give us a song in our hearts 
not spasmodically but constantly. The 
early Christians were always singing. 
Great Christians through the ages have 
sung their faith. The hymns that have 
come from their hearts have kindled joy 
and hope and faith in the hearts of 
others. 


By RAYMOND and HELEN VEH 


When Isaiah was given the vision of 
One who should come as the Messiah, 
the representative of God, he sang of 
those who walked in darkness as having 
seen a great light (Isa. 9:2). 

When Mary knew that the child given 
her of the Lord was to be the “Son of 
the Highest,” the long-awaited Messiah 
and Saviour, she sang a song of praise 
(Luke 1: 46-55). 

When Jesus faced Gethsemane, He. 
with His eleven apostles, sang a song 
of faith and hope together in that upper 
room before going out to the Mount of 
Olives (Matt. 26:30). 

Paul and Silas had something in them 
that made them sing behind iron bars 
in a prison (Acts 16:25). With feet 
securely locked in stocks, and with backs 
bleeding from the cruel beating, they 
could still sing at midnight. Paul and 
Silas knew Christ, that is why they could 
sing a song of joy in a dungeon at such 
an hour, 

No other leader has enabled men to 
sing in times of sorrow, persecution, and 
suffering. No other leader fills men’s 
hearts with joy even in the greatest hour 
of grief. Ought we not as Christians 
rejoice that we have such a Saviour 
and Lord? 

The song in the midst of trying cir- 
cumstances and experiences is not con- 
fined to the first century Christians. We, 
too, may have the song. We have it 
when we abide in the center of God's 
will and love. Jesus Christ is God's 
Gift to the world to set men’s hearts 
singing. In the Master’s own words, His 
desire for us is “that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy might 
be full” (John 15:11). 

Do you wish to have a singing heart? 
The key is in your hands with which 
to unlock the door to happiness. The 
“singing heart” is perpetually ours: 

1. When we commit our life wholly to 
Christ. As we trust Him in all things, 
casting all our cares upon him, knowing 
that “he careth for you,” we have the 
angel song re-echoed, “Peace on earth, 
good will to men.” Then we have His 
gift, “a singing heart.” 

2. When we have a companionship 
with Christ who knows life in all its 
phases. This conscious companionship of 
“God with us” through all of life, from 
birth to its passing, is one of the most 
helpful aspects of Christianity. It is 
the sense of His constant abiding pres- 
ence in our life and in our world that 
inspires a positive song. 

3. When we keep attuned to Christ. We 
are the happiest and at our best when 
we are in tune with God, through the 


(Continued on page 1119) 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. GOD’S MESSIAH 
Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jeremiah 33:14-18; Luke 2; printed text, Isaiah 9:2-7; 11:1-5 
Golden Text.—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:14 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 


henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 


perform this. 


Chap. 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a B:anch shall grow out of his roots: 

2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisd2m and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lorp; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Loro: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Educetion, 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
T THIS happy season of the year 
A our hearts turn once more to the 
wonderful story of the coming 
into the world of God’s beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose advent in grace 
was predicted so definitely hundreds of 
years before His birth. Isaiah lived in 
troublous times and his heart must often 
have been cast down as he contemplated 
the perplexities faced by his nation and 
the seemingly interminable wars and 
sorrows of the world around. But the 
Spirit of God enabled him to look on 
with prophetic vision to the time when 
One sould appear who should bring in 
an era of unbroken peace and everlast- 
ing righteousness. It is clear that He 
who was thus to be manifested was both 
God and man, for to no merely human 
personality could the terms be applied 
which the prophet here uses. He had 
already spoken of the virgin’s Son, 
whose name was to be called Immanuel, 
which means “God with us” (Isa, 7:14). 
We know from many other Scriptures 
thet there were to be two advents of 
this promised Redeemer. God foresaw 
that man would reject Him at His first 
coming, but He decreed that at His sec- 
ond coming no question could be raised 
as to whether or not Israel and the 
nations would receive Him. When He 
came the first time, He presented Him- 
self as the promised King, but His own 
people cried, “We have -no king but 
Cesar” (John 19:15). So they refused 
to acknowledge His claims or. submit to 
His authority. But when He comes again 
He will appear “in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God” 
(2 Thess. 1:8). Throughout the long 
centuries between these two advents the 
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Gospel of the grace of God is sounding 
out and all men everywhere are called 
upon to repent and believe the glad tid- 
ings. Apart from personal faith in Him 
who suffered and died to make propitia- 
tion for our sins, there is no hope of 
salvation (Acts 4:12). It is vain to pro- 
fess to honor Him by celebrating His 
birth, while refusing to trust in His 
atoning work. Bethlehem was but the 
first step down from the throne of glory 
to the cross of Calvary. He Himself 
tells us definitely that He came “not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt, 20:28). 


The Historical Setting 

In the reign of Ahaz, king of Judah, 
Palestine had become to a great extent 
a buffer state between the ancient and 
somewhat decadent kingdom of Egvpt and 
the rising power of the Assyrian Empire. 
In his desperation, Ahaz first sought help 
from Egypt, only to find that he was 
relying upon a “broken reed” (Isa, 36: 
6). Isaiah protested against any alli- 
ances with either of these dominions 
and foretold the coming of a Deliverer 
who would save Judah from her grave 
perplexities. He made it clear, however, 
that deliverance would not come until 
some years after both Ahaz and the king 
of Israel had passed away (Isa. 7:16). 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 9:2.—“The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light.” The 
prophecy referred primarily to the com- 
ing of Messiah to Galilee, as the first 
verse makes clear, but it is truly de- 
scriptive of the world as a whole before 
the advent of Him who is the light of 
life. He it is who illuminates all men 
by manifesting their true character in 
the light of His infinite holiness. 


Verse 3—“Thou hast multiplied the 


nation, and increased the joy.” 
There seems no good reason for intro- 
ducing the word “not” as in the A.V.; 
the R.V. omits it, and this seems to give 
the true serse of the Hebrew text and 
is in full accordance with the rest of 
the verse. 


Verse 4.—“Thou hast broken the yoke 

. and . . . the rod of his oppressor.” 
As in the days of Israel’s oppression un- 
der the Midianites, when God raised up 
Gideon to be their deliverer, so in His 
own time He raised up Christ to bring 
His people out of sin’s bondage. 


Verse 5.—“Every battle of the warrior 
is with confused noise.” Bloody warfare 
and cruel strife have cursed the world 
because of sin’s ravages, but the prophet 
foresaw the coming of the one who was 
to destroy the effects of sin and bring 
in lasting peace, 


Verse 6—“A child ... born ...a 
son .. . given.” By these terms the 
prophet distinguished between the hu- 
manity and the deity of our blessed Lord. 
As to His human nature, He was the 
virgin’s child; but as concerned the mys- 
tery of His divine personality, He was 
the eternal Son of the Father, given in 
grace for the redemption of a lost world. 
The names applied to Him show that 
He was more than man. These names 
should probably be understood as a 
series of couplets. He is the Wonderful 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, and the Peaceful Prince. 
Titles such as these can only be applied 
rightfully to one who is divine. The 
expression “Everlasting Father” might 
be rendered “Father of the Ages.” It 
identifies our Lord as the one who has 
dominion over all the dispensations of 
God. 


Verse 7.—“Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no 
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end.” His is to be an everlasting King- 
dom. The peace which He established 
shall remain unbroken, not only through 
all time, but throughout eternity. This 
Kingdom will be ushered in when He 
leaves the Father’s throne, which He 
now occupies, and takes His own throne, 
even the throne of His father David, 
upon which He is to reign throughout 
the millennial age. 


Isa. 11:1.—“There shall come forth a 
rod out of the stem of Jesse.” .This cor- 
roborates what we have just noted. It 
is as the son of David that He will take 
possession of the Kingdom and reign in 
righteousness over Israel and the nations. 


Verse 2.—“The spirit of the Lord [that 
is, of Jehovah] shall rest upon him.” In 
this verse we have the explanation of 
the mysterious symbol used in the Book 
of the Revelation, where the Lamb is 
said to possess the seven spirits of God. 
It is the one Holy Spirit in the seven- 
fold plentitude of His power, as illus- 
trated in the golden candlestick in the 
holy place of old. The central shaft 
would answer to the expression, “the 
spirit of Jehovah”; the other three shafts, 
holding six additional lamps, picture in 
order: first, “the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding”; second, “the spirit of 
counsel and might”; third, “the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord,” 
that is, of reverence, 


Verse 3.—“Quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord.”. All that Jesus said 
and did while He was hete on earth 
was in the.energy of the Holy Spirit. 
In His humiliation He chose not to act 
in His own omnipotence and omniscience 
as the eternal God. He took the. serv- 
ant’s place, being under the control of 
the Holy Spirit as the obedient one. So 
when, at last, He takes over the govern- 
ment of this world, He will judge, not 
according to merely human standards, 
but as the representative of the divine 
government, 


Verse 4.—“With righteousness shall he 
judge . . . and reprove with equity.” 
Unlike the many proud and haughty po- 
tentates who have exercised authority 
over the nations, He will rule the world 
with perfect righteousness. Those who in 
the beginning shall dare to oppose His 
authority will be destroyed as He wields 
the iron rod of inflexible equity. All 
who dare to defy Him shall be slain by 
the “breath of his lips.” This is in full 
accord with that which the Holy Spirit 
emphasizes in 2 Thessalonians 1, where 
we are told that “the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven .. . in flaming 
fire taking’*vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel.” 
In that day the promise made to Him 
by the Father, as recorded in Psalm 2, 
shall be fulfilled when He shall smite 
the nations with a rod of iron and break 
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 


Verse 5.—“Righteousness shall be the 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 18.—The Sovereign God. 
Isaiah 7:14; Jeremiah 29; 31; Luke 1 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 1.—The Continuing Band 
of Disciples. Acts 1; 1 Peter 2:9, 10 








girdle of his reins.” What a glorious 
day it will be when, after earth’s long 
centuries of oppression and misrule, 
God’s King shall take over the affairs of 
the world and rule mankind in accord- 
ance with the righteousness of God’s 
Holy Word and the faithfulness of His 
own divine character. The same Lord 
Jesus, who once came to suffer, is the 
one who is coming again to reign. In 
Him all God’s promises of blessing for 
the earth shall find their consumma- 
tion, even as He declared to His dis- 
ciples on the evening of the day of His 
resurrection, that all things written in 
the Law of Moses, in the Psalms, and in 
the Prophets concerning Him must be 
fulfilled (Luke 24:44). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The prophets of old predicted the suf- 
ferings of Christ and the glory which 
should follow. They foretold His birth 
of a virgin, in Bethlehem, the city of 
David; His lowly life of perfect obe- 
dience to the Father’s will; His rejec- 
tion by His own nation and by the Gen- 
tile world; His sacrificial death and His 
resurrection and ascension to Heaven. 
They also foretold His coming again in 
power and glory to set up the King- 
dom of God in righteousness over all 
this world. Both these advents are pre- 
dicted in the passages we have been con- 
sidering. The first has been fulfilled in 
every detail; the second will have com- 
plete fulfillment in God’s appointed time. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Throne of David. By tracing this 
and kindred expressions throughout the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW was Galilee debased? (Isa. 9:1, 

R.V.) 

2. What indications have we that 
Galilee was still held in contempt in New 
Testament times? 

3. How was base Galilee made glorious? 
(v. 1, R.V.) 

4. What are the four chief blessings prom- 
ised to distressed Israel in this oracle? 

5. By what means were these blessings to 
be brought? 

6. In what measure did Christ’s coming 
realize these promises? 

7. What further fulfillment of these prom- 
ises may we expect? 

8. How do the two passages in our lesson 
differ in their description of the government 
of Christ? 

9. How are His qualifications for kingship 
presented in the two passages? 

10. How do you explain the “Branch” of 
11:1 and the “root” of 11:10? 


(Answers on page 1118) 
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Scriptures, it becomes evident that by 
divine decree, God will raise up again 
the throne of David, which has fallen 
down. In due time the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, as the virgin’s Son, was 
lineally descended from King David, 
shall sit upon that throne when it is re- 
established on Mt. Zion. The attempt to 
identify the throne of David with the 
throne of God in Heaven brings in utter 
confusion. The Lord Jesus is sitting now 
on the right hand of the majesty on high, 
which is the throne of God, but He Him- 
self speaks of the time when He shall 
sit upon His own throne and His faith- 
ful servants shall share it with Him 
(Rev. 3:21). This is the throne of David 
spoken of by the prophets, 


Summaries and Applications 

Each recurring Christmas Day reminds 
the world anew that God’s Son came to 
bring salvation to all those who will re- 
ceive Him. 

While there is no direct command to 
observe the birthday of our Lord, yet 
in divine providence God has so ordered 
it that men should have this reminder 
from year to year that He sent His Son 
to be the Saviour of the world. 

Every Christmas carol sounding 
through the air and every reminder that 
Jesus was born on earth adds to man’s 
responsibility to open his heart to Christ 
and to receive Him as a personal Sav- 
iour. 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
there was no room for Him in the inn. 
Have we made room for Him in our 
hearts and lives? 

Responsibility increases as understand- 
ing develops. The more we know about 
Jesus the greater will be our condemna- 
tion if we refuse to receive Him. 

e@ We all like to make and receive gifts. 
The greatest gift of all is the Lord Jesus 
Himself, whom God gave to the world 
“that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Lesson Outline 
1. The light shining in darkness (Isa. 

. 9:2) 
2. The joy that Christ has brought (vs. 
3, 4) 
3. The world cursed by sin and conflict 
(v. 5) 
4. The advent of the God-man (v. 6) 
. The Kingdom of righteousness (v, 7) 


6. “Great David’s greater Son” reigning 
in the Spirit’s power (Isa. 11:1-5) 


o 


Winona Lake, IND, 


bd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for December 25 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our lov- 
ing Heavenly Father, whose choicest gift 
of love to men is the Lord Jesus, we 
thank Thee anew for Him and for all 
His coming has meant to us. Help us to 
look beyond the giving, the feasting, and 
the merriment of this season to Him 
who alone gives meaning to our festive 
joys. May the glad news that unto us 
is born a Saviour be at the heart of our 
rejoicing. Help us, too, to think of all 
who have never heard the Gospel, and 
may we do something extra at this sea- 
son to send to them the great glad tid- 
ings. Be very near to any sick or trou- 
bled ones today. Help us to cheer and 
comfort such. Guide the rulers of this 
and every nation in ways of right, wis- 
dom, and peace. Restrain and defeat 
the schemes of the wicked. Bless the 
labors of all who work to win souls. 
Give us a gracious blessing from Thy 
Word just now, and in Thy mercy blot 
out all our transgressions, for our Sav- 
jour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—There is a Chris- 
tian orphanage in Britain caring for 


* some continental child victims of the 


war years in Europe. These youngsters 
often come to the orphanage hardened 
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in sin and filled with hate through the 
cruelty and privation they have known. 
One boy declared his ambition was to 
beccme a solcier and kill as meny peo- 
ple as he could of the nation at whose 
hands he and his family had suffered. 
But in that Christian home his heart 
was touched and he was led to the Sav- 
iour. Then he wrote a friend, saying, 
“No longer do I plan to be a soldier to 
get revenge. Instead I wish to go back 
where I suffered and take God’s Word 
to the people there. 

The Lord Jesus had taken the hate, 
the bitterness, the revengeful spirit from 
that boy’s heart. And it is because He 
can do this that one of our Saviour’s 
titles is Prince of Peace. We find it in 
our lesson today, and our Golden Text 
is the angels’ message; “On earth peace, 
good will...” While the fighting and 
Trevengeful spirit fills people’s hearts, 
there can be only strife and ill will. 
But the Saviour can give love for hate. 
He can drive out bitterness and revenge, 
We need first to have Him fill our own 
heart and life with His love. Then we 
must help all we can to get the Gospel 
to those who still need Christ as their 
Prince of Peace. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
; we 


If God be at peace with us, all peace 
results from it—M. Henry. 
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The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Upon them hath the light shined” 
(Isa. 9:2).—The Holy Spirit applies this 
prophecy to the Lord Jesus in Matthew 
4:16. He-is the great light which has 
come into the world (John 8:12). He 
said, “As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world” (John 9:5). 
That privilege and responsibility now 
belong to His people who are in the 
world; for He said, “Ye are the light 
of the world” (Matt. 5:14). 

The story is told of a little girl who 
was shivering her way along a main 
street in one of our great cities. See- 
ing the beautiful lights of a church build- 
ing, and hearing the music coming from 
within, she went in and warmed herself 
as she listened. The preacher’s text 
was, “I am the light of the world.” 

At the close of the service, she went 
to the minister and said, “Did you say 
you are the light of the world, sir?” The 
mi-ister replied, “No, dear child, Christ 
is the light of the world, and I am one 
of the lights.” The little lass looked 
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at him for a moment, and then solemnly 
said, “Well, sir, I wish you would come 
down and hang out in our alley, ‘cause 
it’s awful dark down there!” 

Christians are, indeed, as the Lord 
said, “the light of the world.” As one 
of those lights, are you “hanging out” 
in some dark alley? (Biblical Research 
Monthly.) 

A gentleman was walking in the east 
end of the city of Glasgow. The streets 
were so narrow, and the houses so high, 
that little direct sunshine ever reached 
the houses on one side. The gentleman 
noticed a ragged, barefooted boy trying 
with a small piece of mirror to catch 
the sun’s rays and direct them to a cer- 
tain spot on one of the houses opposite. 

“What are you trying to do, laddie?” 
he asked. “Do you see yon window up 
there?” the boy replied. “Well, my wee 
brother had an accident two years ago, 
and is always lying on his back in yon 
room, and it is on the wrong side to 
get the sunshine, so I always try to 
catch the light in this wee glass and 
shine’ it into his room” (Homiletic Re- 
view). What sort of reflectors are we? 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. He may be addressed 


at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 


Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Helps on the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons 


Awaken interest 
Broaden knowledge 
Improve teaching 


BROADMAN COMMENTS 
1950 


R. Paul Caudill 


Heartily com- 
mended by teach- 
ers and class 

# members, Broad- 
KE man Comments is 
the fruit of Dr. 
Caudill’s thorough 
$2.00 scholarship and 
keen consciousness of today’s 
spiritual needs. Brilliantly and 
with discerning cate, the author 
provides an easy-to-follow treat- 
ment of the International Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons for 
1950—more than 475 pages that 
will aid you immeasurably in 
Bible interpretation and lesson 
preparation. 





At your bookseller 


Kounbusnis P. ress 





NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
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“For unto us a child is born, ...a 
son is given” (v. 6).—This is one of 
many verses reminding us of the hu- 
manity and deity of the Christ Child. 
As “a child,” He was born; but as “a 
son,” He was given. It is a great mys- 
tery, yet a definite fact that “God was 
manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

“In my earlier days,” says Alexander 
McKenzie, “and yet I was old enough to 
be a lecturer in the Andover Theolog- 
ical Seminary —I wanted a new way of 
teaching my students the doctrine of 
Christ. I thought I would tell them to 
get a sheet of paper and divide it into 
three columns. In the first column they 
were to write every passage where 
Christ is spoken of as God-man; in the 
second column all the passages where 
Christ is spoken of as God alone; and in 
the third, all the passages where He is 
spoken of as man alone. 

“IT went to work. I think I have the 
paper now. It is badly balanced. The 
first column and second column filled 
right up, but as to the third column, I 
never found a passage speaking of Christ 
as man alone, Do you recall any such 
passage?” 

“And he shall smite the earth ... 
(Isa. 11:4).—This portion of our lesson 
pertains to the second advent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ when He shall be re- 
vealed as judge and king. He shall 
judge the living nations (Matt. 25:31- 
46). He will regather and restore Israel 
(Matt. 19:28). The kingdoms of this 
world shall become His Kingdom (Rev. 
11:15). It is only when His judgments 
are in the earth that “the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness” 
(Isa. 26:9). 

Even the brute creation shall be mar- 
velously affected by the personal return 
of the Lord Jesus in power and great 
glory. At that time it shall be possible 
for the weaned child to “put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den,” and not suffer 
harm, 

As the poet, Cowper, wrote: 

No foe to man 

Lurks in the serpent now; the mother sees, 

And smiles to see, her infant’s playful 


hand 
Stretched forth to dally with the crested 


worm, 

To stroke his azure neck, or to receive 

The lambent homage of his arrowy tongue. 

All creatures worship man, and all man- 

kind 

One Lord, one Father. 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace ,. .” (Luke 2:14).—Even the 
ungodly love to quote these beautiful 
words, and then ask, “Why isn’t there 
peace on earth?” They never seem to 
ask, “Is glory being rendered to God in 
the highest?” “Glory to God” comes be- 
fore “peace on earth, good will to men.” 
Individuals who render all the glory of 
the work of salvation to God and who 
rest on that finished work have peace 
with God—for Christ “made peace 
through the blood of his cross.” 

But the nations of the earth will not 


” 
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know real peace until the Lord Jesus re. 
turns as the Prince of Peace and makes 
wars to cease unto the end of the earth. 


Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let me wish you a joyous 

Christmas! This is one of the years 
when Christmas Day falls on Sunday. 
Not that it makes the day more sacred, 
but Sunday (in God’s plan) is set apart 
as different from all the other days of 
the week; and why may we not do some. 
thing different about Christmas this 
“Sunday year”? 

Our Christmas thoughts usually center 
around the birth of the Lord Jesus, and 
we in spirit go with the shepherds to 
the manger where the Christ Child lay, 
and gladly bow down with them, re- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for December 25 





joicing in the great fact that a Saviour 
is born to us and to a sinful world. Or 
with the Wise Men we follow the star 
and lay our trophies with homage at His 
feet. This is well, and the story will 
never grow old because the Gospel and 
everything connected with it is some- 
thing alive, and real life is always giv- 
ing off something new. It is possible, 
however, that through continual repeti- 
tion of the manner in which we cele- 
prate, we ourselves might become stale 
to the great living fact. So I want to 
suggest to you that in addition to your 
usual Christmas program, let’s do some- 
thing new — maybe something we have 
not done before. 

This story is told of the great General 
“Chinese” Gordon, while at the head of 
his armies in the Sudan. He assigned to 
one of his officers the task of capturing 
one of the enemy’s very strong fortresses, 
and after days of hard and successful 
fighting the officer returned to head- 
quarters. Galloping up to where Gen- 
eral Gordon stood, he reined in his 
sweating steed, saluted, and shouted: 
“General, I have taken the fort!” The 
General calmly replied: “Go take an- 
other !” 

On this, another birthday anniversary 
of our Great Commander, let’s bring 
Him a fresh, new gift of another fort 
demolished in the enemy’s territory, per- 
haps something that has never been en- 
tirely surrendered to Him before. It is 
quite possible that while we in a very 
commendable way have yielded our lives 
to our wonderful Saviour, yet if we are 
frank with Him and ourselves, we must 
admit that we have not yielded 100 per 
cent. There may be down in some iso- 
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lated corner of our life an unyielded spot, 
some darling sin-— maybe only a “little 
sin,” as we think, but sin. Sin in any 
measure, consciously entertained, spoils 
the whole gift. Let's go after that, in 
His power, and demolish it, so that on 
this Christmas anniversary we can bow 
before Him, not with “gold, and frank- 
incense, and myrrh,” but with a fully 
surrendered life. 

And this might mean to give up for 
His sake some amusement or some habit 
or some association that is not consid- 
ered bad by some people, but is at least 
debatable—even in your own mind 
when you think truly it is debatable. I 
have a friend who was dressing to go 
out to an entertainment. He wears de- 
tachable collars. He picked up one that 
had the slightest little smudge on it, 
and was debating in his mind whether 


he could risk wearing it for that occa-° 


sion, when suddenly flashed upon him 
this thought: “If it’s doubtful, it’s 
dirty !” and into the laundry bag it went. 
When we consider who this is to whom 
we are bringing our birthday gift, we 
cannot afford to risk giving something 
with a smudge on it — except as we come 
asking Him to make it clean. We, our- 
selves, are powerless to clear the stain, 
but He washes “white as snow,” and He 
invites us to bring our weakness to Him 
that He may put His strength into it 
and make it clean and strong. (Read 2 
Cor. 12:7-10. Don’t fail to read it!) 

Let’s do a new thing for our Lord 
today, fellows. You will get a thrill 
out of it which no other kind of Christ- 
mas celebration can produce, 

FonTANa Dam, N. C. 








The Golden 
Luke 2: 14. 


Text in Song 


Robert Harkness 





6°F 


ae - 
pee etee 


som — S 








| : pee ) PPS z= s 


Glo - ry to God in the nares, and on earth peace, good-will to-ward men, 


























Copyright, 1949, by Robert Harkness. 
Robert Harkness is 

No. 1, “Evangelistic Hymn Playing,” 

Peopie’s meetings, 


International Copyright secured. 


»” for those who cannot play hymns and Gospel songs. 
learn to do so. Write for free details to Robert Harkness, 20 
Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Iv-13-40 


the composer and director of two correspondence courses: 
for pianists in 
and the like; No. 2, 


church, Sunday school, 
“Beginners’ Piane Course in Hymn 
but who wish to 
N. Raymond Ave., 
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The great bird 
must fly 
against time 


The islands of Indonesia lie lonely 


and small between the seas...On 
these islands are uncounted thou- 
sands of forgotten souls — 150,000 in 
New Guinea's “lost” Baliem Valley 
alone—We know where they are... 

. We have the missionaries ready... 
And time is running out, 

We must have a plane to fly across 
the spaces . . . a mighty mechanical 
bird that can soar above mountains 
17,000 feet high and land on lakes 
a mile above the sea. We have the 
pilot ...God-called and RCAF 
trained. Either the great bird flies 
soon or more thousands die forgot- 
ten. Will you pray? Will you help? 

Write for further information or 
mark checks “Plane for Indonesia,” 
payable Christian and Missionary 
Alliance. 


The Christian and Missionary 
ALLIANCE 


Dept. S, 260 WEST 44th ST., NEW YORK 18 
In Canada: 145 EVELYN AVE., TORONTO 9 
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GIST of the LESSON 


half a century of leadership. 


at} 1950 ByR.A. Torrey 
ype Insist on the ORIGINAL. wy 
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Condensed thought. Digest and 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringingit up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


















The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is ~ for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Iilustration Round 
Tables.”’ eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Fitting ‘Accompaniment. — Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men (Luke 2:14, 
Golden Text). “Heaven’s choir came 
down to sing when Heaven’s King came 
down to save.”—From D. L. Moody, Sent 


by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Nothing Less Than the Best.—The 
people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light (Isa. 9:2). Before the 
1939-45 war a school for the children of 
“untouchables” in India received a par- 
cel of Christmas presents from English 
children each year. Each gir] received 
a doll, “whose clothes took off and on!” 
and each boy a toy. One year the Doc- 
tor Sahib from a near-by mission hos- 
pital came to distribute the presents and 
told the children about a village not far 
away where the children had never 
heard of Jesus or of Christmas and sug- 
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gested that they might each like to 
give one of their old toys to be taken to 
these other children. They readily 
agreed, and he came the next Sunday 
to receive them. The boys and girls 
filed past him and handed a doll or a 
toy each. But— it was the new present 
that each gave. When asked why, a 
girl said, “Think what He gave for us, 
and what He has done for us. Could 
we give Him less than our best?”—From 
an address given by a friend of the doc. 
tor. Sent by E,. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Has America Forgotten?—For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given 
(Isa. 9:6). Once the members of a class 
in college were asked to write down the 
very first word which came to them with 
the thought of Christmas. When the 
words were collected and read there was 
no mention of Jesus. There were such 
words as tree, candles, holly, gifts, etc. 
but nobody used any word connected 
with the birth of the Christ Child. Sev- 
eral of the students said they thought of 
that second but not first. This didn’t 
happen in Africa or Europe or Asia, 
but in America. Doesn’t that tell the 
story of the way many Americans, even 
Christian Americans, celebrate Christ- 
mas? In all of the hustle and bustle, the 
frolic and merrymaking, they forget 
whose birthday it is they celebrate. The 
best slogan for the season is Christmas 
for Christ. 

As now we celebrate His birth, 

The coming of the Christ to earth, 

May we, amid our joyous mirth, 

Keep Jesus first in Christmas ! 

As chiming bells ring out their lay, 

And hearts are merry, light, and gay, 

Remember it is His birthday — 

Keep Jesus first in Christmas! 


Let’s sing of Him in carols sweet, 
Let’s lay our best gifts at His feet 
And make the season's joy complete — 
With Jesus first in Christmas ! 
—From Royal Service, S.B.C. Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


The Only Way He Could Get Near.— 
For unto us a child is born (Isa. 9:6). 
Mr. H, Gill of Canada . . . remembered 
passing down a street of a city in the 
wintertime. Someone had thrown a 
sheaf of grain into a vacant lot, and as 
he passed by, that sheaf of grain was 
covered with sparrows. They were hav- 
ing a royal feast. He stood and watched 
them, and as he drew near to them they 
began to get uneasy. He took another 
step forward, and they got more nervous 
still, and one step more, and their wings 
were up and away they flew. He said 
to himself, What is the trouble with the 
sparrows? I meant no harm! And the 
answer came, The trouble is not with 
the sparrows, but with yourself, you are 
far too big! Then he wondered how he 
could get down among those sparrows 
so that they would not be afraid. There 
was only one answer, Be a sparrow your- 
self! If he could become a sparrow, he 
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Lesson for December 25 


could fly down among them, and not 
one would fly away. What God taught 
Mr. Gill that day was a reflex of what 
took place in His own blessed heart. 
God came near to man in one form and 
another (in Old Testamenf times) and 
man was afraid, and God said, I will 
become man, so as to get near to man; 
and in coming into manhood form, He 
came into it at its weakest point, baby- 
hood. Adam was created a full grown 
man; but when God drew near to man 
He came in the form of a babe.—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 


Kans. 


Why So Many Names?—And his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). The 
natives asked the Rev. E. A. Ruskin of 


the Congo Balolo Mission why it was ~ 


that Jesus Christ had so many names. 
He pointed out to them that the reason 
was that no one name could express the 
fullness, the munificence, and the mag- 
nitude of His grace and His power. A 
perfect diamond, he said, had thirty-two 
facets, and every facet had its own in- 
dividual value, and so it was with Christ. 
—Source not known. Sent by William 
Ewen, Brechin, Angus, Scotland, 


Elimination Gone To Seed.—Of the 
increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end (Isa. 9:7). The 
prominence of the word “less,” during 
the past years, is interesting. There are 
smokeless powders, iceless refrigerators, 
fireless cookers, wireless telephony and te- 
legraphy, hammerless guns, skidless tires, 
drugless methods of healing, and other 
things. In religious things, we have a 
bloodless gospel, a Spiritless ministry, 
and a powerless church. And now, a 
peaceless world tries to produce a war- 
less world.—From Our Hope. Sent by 
Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Why He Feared Man So Little.—The 
spirit of wisdom and understanding .. . 
and of the fear of the Lord (Isa, 11:2). 
Of all the memorials in Westminster 
Abbey there is not one that gives a 
nobler thought than that inscribed on 
the monument of Lord Lawrence — sim- 
ply his name, with the date of his death, 
and these words: “He feared man so 
little, because he feared God so much.” 
—From Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


My Class of Girls 

By Vivien D. Gunderson 

Our Hope Is in CuRIsT 
Wt beautiful mottoes you girls 
have made, saying, “Our Hope Is 
in Christ.” One reason I asked you girls 
to do this is because that is the title 
of our lesson for today. But it would 
be a nice motto to put up on the wall 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
HIGHWAYS to the HILLS 


Compiled by Miss Inez M. Kemper 


A book of exquisite verse, attractively bound, nearly 
every poem founded upon a verse from God's Word. A 
truly appropriate gift that honors our precious Lord. 


Price $2 Order from 
LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, Inc. 


19 West 21st Street New York 10, N. ¥. 
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Walter Wilson. 
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HIS is the series of attractive 
Memory Work Booklets 
which BMA contestants use in 
memorizing, beginning the first 
year with Book 1 “Basis for 
the Christian Life.” King James 
version used, but Scriptures ar- 
ranged in poetrylike style, with 
varied helps and pictorial illus- 
trations. Makes memorizing 
enjoyable. 


A stirring, realistic challenge 
mentally and spiritually to our 
noble and needy 20th Century 
youth. With costly and spiritu- 
ally helpful awards - incentive, 
it is attractively designed and 
sure to appeal to city, as well as 
country youth! 














Supported by prayer and free- 
will offerings of God’s people. 


Rewards For All 


For memorizing 250 Bible verses, each contestant 
will be rewarded with 


1. An expensive ‘Scofield Reference 
Bible with Concordance. 


2. An excellent 7-day camp in Louisi- 
ana, Alabama, or North Carolina 


3. Eleven Christian books, games, 
and plaques. 


Youth - Specialized _ 





SEVENTH ANNUAL BIBLE MEMORIZING CONTEST 


For the first 6,200 young people and chiluren up to 20 years of age who enroll. 


WRITE AT ONCE for further information and enrollment blanks. 
January 1, 1950, and enrollments will be received for three weeks thereafter. 


BIBLE MEMORY ASSOCIATION, 


Interdenominational — 


How and What? 


You memorize from an attractive booklet about 20 
verses a week and recite them each week to a “Hear- 
er” in your community. 

Rewards are mailed each week. 

In the last six years some 8,900 from 40 states com- 
pleted it and received all the awards. Available for 
youth from all denominations, from coun 
from homes rich and poor, from Sunday schools, co 
leges, business schools, public schools, and other 
institutions. Many who can’t come to. any. of the 
BMA Cam amee Oe _ just to dake get the 


other awa 
The annv | contest is officially announced as of 


UN C., JimvibaerS, 
Evangelical 
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and Democracy VS The Program of Rome 


For interpretive reporting on the Catholic question read 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. 
Edited by former Roman Catholic priests 
The Catholic Church—its nature and purpose—factually and 
objectively discussed without offense to Catholic people. 
Subscription Price: $2.00 a year (10 issues). Single copy 25c 


Order from: 
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160 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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Dor God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but 
have everlasting Life. 


JOHN 3:16 
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for our testimony as we enter the new 
year. Perhaps one of you girls would 
like to put the one you made up here 
on the wall of our classroom. The rest 
of you might put yours up in your own 
room at home or else give it to some. 
one for a Christmas or New Year re. 
membrance. Our hope is in Christ, so 
our hope is certain to be fulfilled. Fur- 
thermore there is no hope without Him. 

In the first place our hope for sal- 
vation is in Christ. As this is Christ- 
mas morning, let us recite together the 
Christmas story from Luke 2:8-16. Was 
the “good tidings of great joy” just for 
the Israelites? (No, for all people.) 
What was the good tidings that the 
angels told? (A Saviour was born, a 
Saviour who was Christ the Lord.) 
Christ means “the messiah,” or “the 
anointed one.” The angels were telling 
the shepherds that this Saviour was the 


“one whose coming was prophesied all 


through the Old Testament. All the 
devout Jews had been looking and long- 
ing for the coming of that one who 
would be the fulfillment .of all their 
prophecies concerning the hope and the 
glory of Israel. 

Read Isaiah 7:14. What does the name 
“Immanuel” mean? (Matt. 1:23.) The 
holy Babe born that first Christmas 
morning was “The mighty God.” He is 
able to save to the uttermost, for He is 
sovereign and omnipotent. What a Sav- 
iour we have! How safely we may 
trust Him for our salvation! Have you 
done that? 

Our hope for peace on earth is also 
in Christ. The angels associated peace 
on earth with Christ’s coming to earth, 
and it can never be separated from that, 
The first time Christ came He brought 
peace to many a troubled heart, and He 
is still doing that. This very morning 
every single person in the world could 
have peace with God if only he would 
come to Him through our Lord Jesus 
Christ! But “peace on earth” also 
means that this poor, war-torn world 
is yet to have peace, an endless peace. 

Turn to Isaiah 9 and let us read verses 
2 to 7 together. Notice the government 
is to be upon His shoulder, that is, the 
shoulder of the promised Messiah. He 
is so great that He can carry the entire 
responsibility of the government of the 
world upon one shoulder. Someone has 
contrasted this with Luke 15 where the 
Shepherd carries the one lost sheep upon 
His shoulders, to show how safe that 
sheep must be. 

There are many names for the Lord 
Jesus in our lesson today. There are 
many more in the Bible. He is so won- 
derful that words cannot tell all that 
He is, but many names have been given 
to help us understand. Let us put on 
the board the names we found for Him 
in Luke 2. Now, Mary, please add those 
we have just read here in Isaiah. Notice 
the last name, “The Prince of Peace.” 
Many people have longed for peace on 
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earth ever since the first war started, 
put this world cannot have peace as 
Jong as it rejects the Prince of Peace. 
But when He comes forth to reign, as we 
read here in Isaiah 9:7, “of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall 
be no end.” Isn't that lovely! World 

ce is a long time coming, but when 
it does come there will be no end. 

Turn now to Isaiah 2:2-4, and read a 
little about that happy time. Here we 
see Jerusalem the capital of the world 
during Christ’s reign. All peoples of 
the earth will walk in His paths and 
accept His judgments, and so all imple- 
ments of war will be destroyed, and the 
whole science of war discarded. 

Isaiah 11:1-9 tells still more about the 
glorious reign of Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. See how perfectly justice is to 
be done. Notice that even the animals 
will share in the blessings of world 
peace. They will not hurt one another 
any more and they will not be danger- 
ous even to a little child. What a beau- 
tiful picture of peace and happiness this 
is! And it is more than a picture: it 
is something that will really come to 
pass. 

Jeremiah also foretold the happy time 
when Christ will reign. Turn to Jere- 
miah 33:14-18. Remember Jeremiah 
prophesied nearly a hundred years later 
than Isaiah. In this passage God again 
promises to fulfill the Scriptures we have 
just been reading, as well as others we 
did not have time to read. Here the 
Lord Jesus is again referred to as “The 
Branch,” and once more we see the em- 
phasis on His justice and righteousness. 

Girls, not only is our hope in Christ, 
but Christ is the only hope of the world, 
Many world leaders are trying hard 
to promote universal peace. Some of 
them are deeply discouraged because 
permanent peace seems farther off than 
ever. How I wish that every one of 
them knew the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
one who will usher in world peace! 
This poor world is really going to have 
peace, and it may be before long. But 
it will never be until Christ comes and 
establishes it. But when He does, “of 
the increase of his government and’ peace 
there shall be no end.” 

The next great event in world history 
is the coming of Christ into the clouds 
to call all Christians up to meet Him, to 
be forever with Him. After that takes 
place, this world will have the greatest 
time of trouble it has ever seen. This 
time is called in the Bible, the “great 
tribulation.” Christ will come back with 
us at the end of that time and then He 
will set up His Kingdom upon the earth, 
and all the happy prophecies of world 
peace will be fulfilled. 

What should we be doing while we 
afe waiting for the Lord to come? 
(Keeping His Commandments, trying to 
win others, watching for Him, and the 
like.) We can be happy all the year 
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around because our hope is in Christ 
and we know that we shall never be dis- 
appointed. 
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UNUSUAL BOOKS 


Many —— books go over the heads of toilers. The SHADDUCK 
BOOKS have stripping interest for minds not trained in the classics. 
They are simple in language, humorous, spiced with stories, 

arables, and cartoons. ey are cheap enough to scatter widely. 

ight books have a total of 40 cartoons, such as “The Bible 
Dentist,” Pes-leg traffic on a tight rope,” “Lost dog at Whistlers’ 
Contest,” and “Waiting for the stump to turn.” 

“MISTAKES GOD DID NOT MAKE” (25c, 8 for $1). If you 
haven’t read it, ask someone; if you have, tell someone. Some 
old folk say, “I wish I had read this book 40 years ago.” One 
customer, after delivering a baccalaureate address, gave a copy 
to each graduate. He later ordered 30 more. We think there 
is nothing like it in print. Try it on your S.S. Class. “DUST AND 
DEITY” tells of many wonders God has wrapped up in dust. Will 
help you see more wonders in a cornstalk than in Niagara Falls. 
_“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION” (25c). Rastus 
is the colored janitor of a college. What he does to Evolution has 
made thousands laugh. “ALIBI, LULLABY, BY-BY” (20c) shows 
what can happen to a church or nation that discredits the Bible. 
“GEE-HAW OF THE MODERN JEHU” (25c) shows how pitiless 
Evolution and limitless love of “Social Gospel” can play tag in 
the same mind. 

“JOCKO-HOMO” (25c), “PUDDLE TO PARADISE” (20c), “THE 
TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” (20c) are three books that certainly take the theory of 
Evolution apart and let you see the hoax. They offer undisputed facts. 

Sixty years ago, Russell, followed , 2 Rutherford, published many false prophecies, such as 
the resurrection on or before 1920. hen prophecies failed, the cult c ts name to 
Jehovah's Witnesses.” “SEVEN THUNDERS” (25c) will’ tell you about it. “SPIRITISM” 
(25c) tells of many experiences with mediums and fortunetellers. Children who read it will 
be fortified against hypnotic swindles. 

EAGLE WINGS” (20c) and “THE HARNESS MAKER” (20c) are designed to take the 
drudgery out of service and change the “don’t-want-to-do-it” into ‘“do-want-to-do-it.” 
“PUZZLES OF GENESIS” (25c) will greatly simplify its problems. “STOPPING THE STORK” 
(20c) will turn a sewing circle into a debate. 

All books postpaid. Any 5 for $1. All 14 for $2.80. Stamps O.K. for small amounts. 
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The Mission Home Eben-Ezer 


in Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey, is open to guests 
all year round. It is situated at a quiet place of high 
altitude, with excellent spring water at hand, a pleas- 
ant plece to spend vacation and enjoy Christian fellow- 
ship. [or turther informaton write to: Mrs. A 
Zimmermann, Mission Home Eben-Ezer, Schooley s 
Mountain, New Jersey. 
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household necessity ...Gottschalk's Metal 
Sponges. Everybody knows that there's 
nothing like them for cleaning and scour- 
ing floors, woodwork, tiles, metal, porcelain 
and enamelware. 'lhey're safe—can't harm 
hands, won't scratch fine finishes. Eco- 
nomical, too—they last and last. Easy to 
sell; every woman needs them. For full de- 
tails about our liberal co-operative plan, 
write today to Met- 

al Sponge Sales 

Corporation, 3650 

N. 10th St., Phila- 

delphia 40. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6, 7; Luke 2:8-14) 


OR this Christmas lesson use a good- 

sized blackboard or a large sheet of 
paper. A practice drawing would give 
assurance as to size needed for writing 
in the references and comments. Intro- 
duce the lesson by asking the children 
how long they have been waiting for 
Christmas Day to come. People in Isa- 
iah’s day had about 700 years to wait 
for the first Christmas, and the Jews of 
Jeremiah’s time had about 600. No won- 
der they got discourag-d and thought 
it would never come! Wouldn't you 
like to peek into God’s secrets He was 
getting ready for that first Christmas? 
God let Isaiah and Jeremiah have some 
“peeks,” and they have told us what 
they saw. 

While I draw a brown line for grourd, 
you find Isaiah 53:2. Of course Christ- 
mas is Christ, ani Christmas makes us 
think of Christmes trees. Let’s begin 


‘at the bottom. With brown draw the 


trunk and two roots of a tree. On one 
root put the reference “Isa. 53:2.” | 
think this dry ground meant that Christ 
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was to come from among the Jewish 
people. Print “Jewish people” in pa. 
rentheses on the ground area. They 
were surely dry! Isaiah and Jeremiah 
could not get much life out of them 
for the things of God. On the other 
root and running up onto the trunk print 
“Isa, 11:1.” Just as you are excited even 
to find out in what room Mother has her 
Christmas secrets hid, so the Jews 
learned the secret that Christ was to 
come from Jesse’s family. Print “Jesse” 
in parentheses on the root. On the trunk 
and running up into what is to be the 
tree print “Jer. 33:15.” Jesse had eight 
sons. Which one was Christ to come 
from? Print “David” on the trunk. From 
the trunk running up into the tree print, 
with green, “Isa. 55:13.” While it. is 
being located, with brown draw severa] 
thorn bushes from the dry ground. Ip. 
stead of thorny, mean people, Christ was 
to grow up like a beautiful fir tree. 
With green draw outline of the tree. 
and erase thorn bushes, 

On one of the lowest branches print, 
in green, “Jer. 23:5,” and after the verse 
is read, print “King” in parentheses be. 
low. On the opposite branch print “Isa 
11:10,” and in parentheses below, “Gen. 
tiles come.” This is a wonderful secret 
to know —not just the Jews but for- 
eigners, you and I, can come to Christ 
On alternating branches working toward 
the top, place the following references 
and comments: “Isa, 9:7 (No end)”: 
“Isa. 11:4 (Fair judge)”; “Isa. 2:4 (No 
wars)”; “Isa. 11:6-9 (Everything safe)”; 
“Isa, 42:7 (Heal and save)”; “Isa. 61:1 
(Preach).” Where the tree is narrow. 
ing toward the top print “Isa. 9:6 (Baby, 
God, Prince of Peace).” At the top draw 
a large star, print the reference “Isa. 
60: 1-3,” and in parentheses, if there is 
room, print “Light.” 

And when the star in the heavens 
flashed its brilliant light that first 
Christmas night, the angel said to the 
waiting shepherds, “Your present is 
here!” But this is the way he said it: 
“Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is ,born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:10, 11, Memory 
Verse). On the time line used last week 
draw an arrow downward to the dot. 
Make a five-pointed star beside it. How 
excited the shepherds were as they 
peeked in to see the first great Christ- 
mas present, lying there in the manger, 
the Baby Christ! 

Some of Gcd’s presents have not come 
yet. What can you see on our tree that 
we are still waiting to have? But if 
you have received the Lord Jesv~ as 
your Saviour, God’s present now all 
the rest will be coming to you. Let us 
say, “Thank You,” now. Would yout like 
to draw a tree like this to take home? 
Then you can read again about God's 
gifts. 

Orono, MAINE, 
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Lesson for December 25 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


e 
NCE again we come to the Christ- 
mas lesson, and this year it is on 
Christmas Day, which makes it some- 
thing a little extra along the line of cele- 
bration. There are so many commercial 
angles to the Christmas season that I 
like to make the Sunday school celebra- 
tion strictly Christian. Most of the Pri- 
mary children already have heard the 
Christmas story, but you may have some 
who have not, so, tell it again. Or, 
better yet, select certain children to tell 
the story, each taking a part. For ex- 
ample, let one child give some of the 
prophecies we had last week. Then as- 
sign Micah 5:2 to another, and follow- 
ing that, let another read or tell Luke 
2:1-7. The next one should tell the 
story of the shepherds (Luke 2:8-20). 
Finish with the story of the Wise Men 
(Matt, 2:1-12). , 

After the children have told the story, 
the teacher should tell how Jesus was 
born and lived and taught, did wondrous 
miracles, then died on the cross, a sac- 
rifice for the sins of the world, a Sav- 
iour for the sinners who would believe 
in Him. Be sure you make the way of 
salvation clear and plain. What more 
beautiful than for a child to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the day we cele- 
brate His birth? 

There should be some provision for 
sharing with others on this day. This 
must be planned beforehand. A very 
interesting plan is to have each child 
bring something they want to give to 
some child who has very little for 
Christmas. Yes, there still are such chil- 
dren. If there are none in your town, 
any near-by city can furnish you the 
names of needy children. Impress on 
the children that giving to these chil- 
dren is to be done as if they were giving 
to the Lord Jesus Himself. They 
wouldn't bring Him old, worn-out things, 
things only good to throw in the trash. 
They would bring Him good things, 
beautiful things. Give to others in the 
same spirit. Christ promised a reward 
to those who gave even a cup of water 
to others in His name. There is so 
much giving that is not worthy of the 
name. Try to give the little ones a dif- 
ferent view of giving. 

Have some definite children to whom 
to give. It always pays to have a ‘cer- 
tain person in mind, as children are 
definite creatures. They have no ability 
to deal in the abstract, They want to know 
what children they give gifts to; and 
where they live. If you have some local 
family with many needs, it would be 
splendid to make up a Christmas basket 
of-food. Of course the parents would 
have to help out in this, but it will be 
800d for them to work with the children 
in this project. I know by experience 
that children love to do this, 
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When the children bring their gifts, 
wrap any that may not be wrapped in 
fancy paper. Make them really Christ- 
mas gifts, not just charity giving. 

And I would see that there were some 
Bibles or Bible stories for the children 
in this family. A* very nice gift for 
some child to give would be a Chris- 
tian story for boys or girls. I know 
children who have worn out a copy of 
“The Sugar Creek Gang” by reading 
and rereading it. Paul Hutchens has 
written some great books for boys, and 
I notice the girls listen to them as full 
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of interest as the boys. There are many 
other good books for children. “I just 
happened to think of his at this moment, 

Another plan for Christmas giving 
would be to give to a missionary family. 
That stirs up a missionary interest. And 
the children of missionaries are just the 
same kind as our children at home. They 
love dolls and games,.balls, bats, and 
marbles. If you don’t know any mis- 
sionary families, write to me, and I'll 
tell you.some. As editor of the chil- 
dren’s missionary magazine, Around the 
World With Uncle Paul, I have letters 
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UNTO YOU—Christmas gladness! 


600 Witherspoon Building 





BORN A SAVIOUR (luke 2:11) 


UNTO THEM 


A Saviour, Too? 


But—if they are ever to know Him —they must hear of Him—through YOU! 


We covet your PRAYER INTEREST this Christmastide for the millions 
in heathen darkness. 


THE UNEVANGELIZED TRIBES MISSION, INC. 





UNTO THEM—Christless sadness! 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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before published. Ministers, teachers, and other Christian 
workers will find thoughts suggested by this commentary 
expanding into fresh treatment of even the old and familiar 

texts. The return of this great volume will be welcomed by 
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“Preaching Christ to the Jews” 
HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
of DETROIT 
Rev. J. C. Thiessen, Supt. 

Box 7, Linwood Station 
Detroit 6 . - - Michigan 


ONE OF THE GREATEST GOSPEL 
CALENDARS EVER PRODUCED 



























































Dr. E. J. Pace Poster Cartoons 
In Calendar Form 

A big 12 x 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 
Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $6.75; 50 copies $11.50. 

Dealers, write for quantity discount 
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2116 S. Jefferson Avenue St. Louis 4, Missouri 
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from missionary children in South Amer- 
ica, Japan, China, and Africa. 

As never before, try to make this 
Christmas really a celebration of the 
birth of the Lord Jesus at Bethlehem, 
when He came as the long promised 
Messiah to the Jews, and as a Saviour 
for all the world when He died on Cal- 
vary. You will notice that I have not 
said that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. 
I would rather say that we celebrate 
this day in honor of His birth. Once a 
smart little boy said his daddy told him 
we didn’t know when the Lord's birth- 
day came. I had to admit that his daddy 
was right. That rather spoiled the birth- 
day idea. 
self that we do not know the exact day, 
but have agreed on December 25, that 
makes it all right in their minds. How- 
ever you do this, make the day an out- 
standing one, in a way that will be 
bringing praise to the name of our 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 

Fe.ton, CALIF, 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1108) 

1. By the Assyrian captivity, and the set- 
tlement of foreign captives (2 Kings 17:1- 
6, 24. Samaria stands for the whole north- 
ern kingdom). 

2. See John 1:46; 7:52. 

3. By the coming of Christ to its borders 
(Matt. 4:12-16). 

4. Light (v. 2), joy (v. 3), freedom (v. 4), 
peace (v. 5). 

5. By the coming of the divine Messiah 
(v. 6). 

6. Individually and _ spiritually, 
who received Him, completely; 
and politically, not at all. 

7. The second coming of Christ (vs. 6, 7) 
will bring full realization of all that has 
been promised. 

8. In chapter 9 it is “government and 
peace” (v. 7); in chapter 11 righteousness is 
stressed (vs. 4, 5). 

9. In chapter 9 His fourfold name (v. 6. 


to those 
nationally 
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lesson commentary. 


HIGLEY’S LESSON COMMENTARY 


True to the whole Bible, evangelistic, and based on the 
International Uniform Lesson Series. Satisfied users say: 
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I think Wonderful-Counsellor is one name) 
declares His fitness; in chapter 11 His pos. 
session of the sevenfold Spirit (v. 2), 

10. See Revelation 22:16. As God He is 
the Root, as man He is the Branch. 


WuHeaton, ILL. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 25 


2. Carol Joyfully 
(Luke 2:1-14; Psa. 96:1-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa! 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

S IT not significant that joy shoyld 

be mentioned prominently in God's 
Word in connection with both the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus to this earth in 
human form and with the close of His 
earthly ministry? On the night of His 
birth as a little babe in Bethlehem, the 
message of the angel, who appeared to 
the shepherds watching their flocks by 
night, was, “I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple” (Luke 2:10). On the night before 
His crucifixion the Lord said to the 
little band that accompanied Him from 
the upper room to Gethsemane, “These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain with you, and that 
your joy might be full” (John 15:11), 

+ 4 

Apart from the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, men have very little about which 
to be joyful. Nineteen hundred and 
forty-nine years ago, just as today, there 
was little in the political world to bring 
joy to the hearts of men. For most 
of the so-called civilized world, under 
a nominal peace enforced by the might 
of Rome, it was not a happy or restful 
time, but one filled with uncertainties 
and oppression, 

There was not much in the spiritual 
realm to make men happy nineteen hun- 
dred and forty-nine years ago. There 
were a few, like Simeon and Anna, who 
were “waiting for the consolation of 
Israel.” But many among that people 
who had God’s true revelation concern- 
ing His redemption plan, had long since 
grown weary of waiting and no longer 
were looking for the promised Messiah. 
Even the chief priests and scribes who 
should have known from familiarity 
with the Scriptures the place of the 
Messiah’s birth, and perhaps even the 
approximate time, were evidently not 
really expecting His coming. And when 
He finally proclaimed Himself as the 
Messiah, the Son of God, they set about 
to kill Him, lest their own hold upon 
the people be weakened or destroyed. 

ve 

Yet, in the face of all this, the angel 
on the Bethlehem hill proclaimed a joy 
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that was to be to all peoples. The basis 
of this joy was also stated in this proc- 
lamation, for he stated that the reason 
fot it was that a Saviour had been 
porn, which was Christ, or the Messiah, 
and the Lord, or Jehovah Himself (Luke 
9:11). At last, the One had come who, 
under God’s great provision, was to deal 
with the problem of man’s sin. Sin, both 
original and personal, had separated men 
from God, and had destroyed, as sin 
always does, man’s peace and satisfac- 
tion and security. 

It is conceivable that God might have 
sent a representative, even His own Son, 
and yet not a Saviour. But such a rep- 
resentative would only have increased 
man’s unrest and fear. It is an awful 
thing for sinful man to be in the pres- 
ence of a holy and righteous God, unless 
there is some provision for forgiveness 
and cleansing, and it was this great fact 
in the coming of the Lord Jesus — the 
fact that He was also a Saviour — that 
made His coming such a joyful occasion. 
Once and for all He was to deal with 
sin. What man had never been able to 
do for himself, the mighty Son of God 
was to do for man by offering Himself 
as a ransom for many, and by taking 
upon Himself the writing of ordinances 
that was against us, and dealing with 
them on the cross, so that sinful men 
thight be forgiven and cleansed and re- 
stored to fellowship with God. 

4 

Here is the heart of the Christian’s 
joy, whenever he thinks about the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus, and it is for this 
reason the hymns and carols of the 
Christian church, telling of the birth of 
the Babe of Bethlehem, have such a joy- 
ful note. Even the world, which does 
not acknowledge the Lord Jesus as the 
unique Son of God and as Saviour, 
nevertheless, has caught from Chris- 
tians a little of the joy that is in the 
Christmas message. Almost without 
knowing why, some hearts are warmed 
and softened at the Christmas season. 
But to believers, whose privilege it is to 
have the joy of the Lord Jesus in their 
hearts the whole year around, there 
should be a special sense of gratitude and 
joy and thanksgiving at the Christmas 
season. Shall we not make it a time 
when others may learn from us the real 
meaning of the coming of the Babe of 
Bethlehem —a time when, by spoken 
and written words and by our very acts 
some may come to know, through us, the 
One whom to know is life eternal. 


PHILADELPHIA. we 
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A Singing Heart 
(Continued from page 1106) 


reading of and meditation upon His 
Word. Much that we call unhappiness 
is the result of sin which brings discord 
into our lives. Attunement to God brings 
hattony ‘and peace, 
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ITAL EXPOSITIONS for 


BIBLE STUDENTS! 
The “Christ in the Bible” Series 


These fresh and original book expositions by Dr. A. B. Simpson 
should be found in every library. They abound with vivid, living 
illustrations showing how the Lord Jesus is to be seen in every book 
of the blessed Book. The exposition of the entire Bible was never 
completed, the Old Testament closing with Isaich ond the New 
Testament with Jude. Books now published in new jackets, cloth bound. 


Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers and Deuteronomy 
Joshua 

Judges, Ruth and Samuel 
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles 


Isaiah 


and Judah 


Order by title. 
PUBLICATIONS | 


Jesus in the Psalms 


The Gospel of Matthew 
The Gospel of Mark 

The Gospel of Luke 

The Gospel of John 

The Acts of the Apostles 
Kings and Prophets of Israel Romans 


1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Galatians and Ephesians 
Philippians and Colossians 
Thessalonians, Timothy 

and Titus 

‘Hebrews 

James 

Peter, John and Jude 


$1.50 per volume. 
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Basembe and his baby brother 
are on the road to health, 
thanks to the Christian love 
expressed through your gifts. 
More like him need help NOW 
—YOUR HELP. 


HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS 


Every Christian heart is a personal house of 
God. And now, at Christmas time especial- 
ly, you will receive your friends and loved 
ones into the warmth of your home and give 
them gifts with an open heart. Will you 
not open your heart also to those others who 
have no salvation in Christ and no opportu- 
nity to receive Him? 

There was no room for the Christ Child at 
the inn in Bethlehem on that first Christmas. 
Perhaps it was because of this He especially 
soughtthe outcasts—even those with leprosy, 
to whom a// doors were closed. Will your 
heart, like His, be open to these outcasts 
this Christmas? 


Outcasts — those with leprosy — are today 
finding medical help, food, and true Chris- 
tian teaching in leprosy missions all over the 
world. But far too many will be beyond the 
reach of help, and love, and the salvation of 


God — unless you, too, help support leprosy missions. Just $40 will care for 
one of these sufferers for a whole year—and help bring them to Christ forever! 3 


HELP US IN THIS WORK! 


GIVE, THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE! 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, INCORPORATED 
File 8-D, 156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I enclose my Christmas gift of $. 
support of leprosy missions in their work of salvation and healing. 


Address 
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The Vudia Wission 


Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Mission 
Proving as | Faithfulness 
In Hyderabad °S' and Central Provinces 
Bible oon Training Native Evangelists 
A ite field of the Lord’s provision 

hy for fuller information. 
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The Messiah in Prophecy 


and Fulfillment 
(Continued from page 1100) 


an addition of Hezekiah’s in his re- 
editing of the Book of Psalms. It seems 
to reflect the anguished mind of the 
king in the days of Sennacherib’s inva- 
sion. By making this addition to the 
great Davidic Psalm he puts his finger 
on God’s promise through Nathan and 
claims it for himself and the Davidic 
line thereafter. God had cast off and 
abhorred him, the anointed son of David 
(v. 38). The great covenant with David 
had been abrogated and the Davidic 
crown discarded (v. 39). By the As- 
syrian invasion Israel’s hedges had been 
broken down; “the boar out of the wood 
doth waste it” (cf. Psalm 80:12, 13, which 
is accepted as referring to Assyrian rav- 
ages). The battle had gone against him. 
“Thou hast. . . cast his [David’s] throne 
down to the ground” (v. 44). 

Then he refers to his mortal sickness. 
“The days of his youth hast thou short- 
ened.” The plaintive note of “the writ- 
ing of Hezekiah .. . when he had been 
sick” (Isa. 38:9) is here heard. 

What does he do then? He holds up 
the forty-ninth verse, finger beneath it, 
and says, 

“Lord, where are thy former loving- 
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Cokeshury 
Class «Maps 


Here is a worth-while investment in bet- 


COKESBURY CLASS MAPS—SET “B” 
complete with folding metal tripod and tube case. 
COKESBURY CLASS MAPS—SET “A” 
without tripod but with tube case for storage. 
COKESBURY CLASS MAPS—SINGLES Class maps, tinedged top and bottom, 
Order by title and number - 


ter teaching,— accurate, practical maps, 
ideally suited for classroom use. 

Printed in four colors and constructed to 
last for years, they show historical locations 
and points of interest in lessons and give a 
clear understanding of Bible lands asa whole. 

The complete set of five maps covers all 
Bible lands from the early Old Testament 
through the Roman Empire period. They 
may be bought singly or in sets. 

Size 22 x 28 inches. 


THE MAPS 
1. New Testament PacestTINne 
2. O_tp TesTaMENT PALESTINE 
3. Ecypr to Canaan 
4. Roman Empire aNnp Journeys or Paut 
5. Earty Biste Lanps 


Five maps mounted on wooden roller, 
$9.95 per set 


Five maps tin- edged top and bottom, 
-00 per set 


$1.50 each 
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kindnesses, which thou swarest unto 
David in thy truth?” 

He spreads the promise before the 
Lord, as he did the letter of Rabshekah, 
and the Lord heard him. The answer 
is described in the last half of Isaiah 37. 

“Blessed be the Lord God for ever. 
more. Amen, and Amen.” Thus closes 
the Eighty-ninth Psalm (and the Thirg 
Book of the Psalms) with a picture of a 
saintly man in his great distress, asking 
for the fulfillment of the promise of God. 
He had called the Lord’s attention to 
the recurring emphasis on the eternity: 
of the promise, “Mercy shall be built 
up for ever” (89:2). This goes back to 
2 Samuel 7, where seven times the word 
“for ever” is used of David’s throne; and 
looks forward to Luke 1:33, “He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever: 
and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end.” It was the greatest promise God 
ever made to man, and Hezekiah 
“claimed” it. 


And Mary . . , returned to her own 
house [in Nazareth] (Luke 1:55). 


Our Lord set His face as a flint to 
face death at Jerusalem. Mary set her 
face as a flint to go back home enceinte 
to be stoned in Nazareth, if need be. 
The incarnation of Christ took place in 
Hebron, the place of the grapes of Esh- 
col; the birth at Bethlehem, the House 
of Bread. Jointly they foreshadowed 
the coming of the Bread and the Wine 
for the life of the world. 

Jesus never spoke of Joseph as His 
father. This would have been an un- 
forgivable breach of the Fifth Com- 
mandment, “Honour thy father and thy 
mother,” if Joseph had been His actual 
father. It would have been contrary, too, 
to the strong filial tradition among Jews. 
The royal line was called “the sons of 
David,” and David often “the son of 
Jesse.” But our Lord paid no tribute 
to Joseph, as far as is known. He did 
not recognize him as father. 


And he asked for a writing table, 
and wrote, saying, His name is John 
(Luke 1:63). 

The last written word of the Old Tes- 
tament was, “Lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.” The first written 
word of the New Testament was, “John,” 
GRACE, or GOD GIVETH GRACE. 

John and Jesus, Grace and Salvation 
are the two opening names of the new 
era. 

The Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79) is a 
cento of Old Testament passages: 

1. Exodus 3.—The visitation of Jehovah. 
2. Psalm 132:17.—The Davidic Covenant. 
3. Genesis 22:16, 17—The Abrahamic 
Covenant. 
. Jeremiah 32:37, 40.—The prophecy ofa 
new heart. 
. Malachi 3 and 4, and Isaiah 40.—Go- 
ing before the face of the Lord. 
. Isaiah 45:17; 12:3.—Salvation. 
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7, Zechariah 6:12; Isaiah 11:1; 4:2; Jere- 
miah 23:5.—The Branch. 


g, Isaiah 9:2; 60:1. 2.—Light in darkness. 





For he hath visited and redeemed 

his people (Luke 1:68). 

An allusion to “I have surely visited 
you, and seen that which is done to you 
in Egypt” (Exod. 3:16); and, “And the 
people believed: and when they heard 
that the Lord had visited the children 
of Israel, they bowed their heads and 
worshipped” (Exod. 4:31). 

The mission of John the Baptist was 
said to be (in the Benedictus), “To give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of, their sins.” Of 
Christ it was said that His salvation was 
“prepared before the face of all people,” 
both Gentile and Jew (Luke 2:31). 





And thou, child, shall be called the 
prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his ways (Luke 1:76). 


Zacharias assigns to the coming Jesus 
two divine titles. “the Highest” and “the 
Lord.” It is an affirmation of Christ’s 
deitv, His identity with the Jehovah of 
the Old Testament. 

“To prepare his ways” (v. 76). But in 
verse 79 Zacharias says, “To guide our 
feet into the way of peace.” The way of 
peace is hut one of two ways.. “Broad 
is the way. that leadeth to destruction 
... narrew is the way, which leadeth 
unto life” (“att 7:13, 14). The Fore- 
runner admonishe’ to preparation of the 
wav of the Ler’ the way of salvation 
of our Gor. - also announced the 
comine ex at the iree’s root, the burning 
of the chaff. 





All the world should be taxed ,.. 

all went to he taxed (Luke 2:1, 3). 

But in the third of Luke, in the gene- 
alogy of the- Unspeakable Gift. one 
notices the name Matthias, “the gift of 
God” in variant forms, five times, and 
Nathan, “the gift.” once. Perhaps an 
indication of the coming gift! 

The wages of sin and the taxes of this 
world! The gift of God which is eternal 
life ! 





And this shall be a sign unto you 

(Luke 2:12), 

The emphasis is usually on the word 
“sign.” It should be on “you,” you shep- 
herds who are considered outcasts in 
Israel, not allowed to go into the inn 
but only into the stable where their 
work called them. They were the ones 
first called to see the child, comfortably 
swaddled, but laid in a manger into which 
they may have put sheep-fodder. This 
Was a sign that the humblest of men, 
€ven pariahs in the sight of men. were 
to parcicipat> in the great redemption. 
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Miriam's Christmas Wish 


(Continued from second page) 


you ,TOo... 
con learn to preach and teach the 
Word of God effectively 
iF you enroll in the Pastors’ 
Course— one of five courses 
offered. Approved for veterans; 
3-year non-degree, and new 
4-year degree programs. Write 
today. , 


turned to The Evangel, the now clear 
blue sky was, as Miriam described it, 
“all twinkling with shiny Christmas 
stars.” And the hungry missionaries 
found, on a prettily decorated table, set 
under softly rustling palms, with the 
friendly moon peering through their 
branches, a sumptuous. out-of-door 
Christmas dinner, which their faithful 
servants had spread for them. 

What was the menu? Heaps of vege- 
table curry and rice, well-stuffed roasted 
peacock, pumpkin pie — made of sweet 
potatoes!—rich, creamy buffalo milk 
for Miriam, fresh, fragrant India-grown 
coffee for the others, with delicious 
native fruits, curley cashew nuts, and 
nitai (candy) to finish off with, 

At length, cosily cuddled in her gently 
swaying hammock-bed, wistfully Mir- 
iam whispered to Mother, “Mommie 
dear, I wish I were a big lady like Auntie 
and you, so I could be a missionary.” 

“Why, darling,” Mother proudly re- 
plied, “my little Miriam won’t have to 
wait till she’s a ‘big lady’ before she can 
be a missionary, for, you see, she’s been 
one ‘this very day—a real, real one.” 


Newark, N. J. 
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When answering advertisements, please men- 
tien The Sunday School Times as reference. 


IN PRINT AGAIN... 


Charles Williams’ Translation of 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 


IN THE PEOPLE’S LANGUAGE 


“This translation 
gives .the most ac- 
curate rendering 
of the Greek text 
of any translation 
with which I am 
acquainted’ —Ed- 
ward A. McDowell, 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Semi- 
nary. 


This eagerly awaited new edition, long 
out of print, is reasonably priced at $3. 


Purchase at your favorite bookstore or direct from 


MOODY PRESS ciicsco to, ax 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well werth while. 



































@ “Over 400,000 German teen-age boys “' 
homelessly floating.” G. A. Gedatt, Berlin. 

“11 million orphans in Europe.” Official U. S. 

Military survey. 

© “75% of America’s grammar school children never at- 
tend church or Sunday School.” M. Lt. Davidson. 

© “71% of all children sent te jail continue in a life of crime.” 
J. Edgar Hoover, 














Praise God! Youth for Christ is helping many to find Christ and 
a place of service in their local church. 

R. E. Thompson, China Inland Mission, says, “Youth for Christ is 
the greatest force for missionary evangelism in the world today.” 
Many have gone to the fields of the world — others are ready to go. 
Youth for Christ needs your prayers and encouragement in this 
gigantic task. What would God have you do to help them? 


YOUTH FOR CHRIST, INT’L 


Robert A. Cook 130 N. Wells, Dept. O.93 
President Chicago 6, Illinois 
Please Send My Free Copy YFC Magazine 







Get Acquainted! 
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Factual 


Photographic News 
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PETER DEYNEKA’S LIFE STORY 


TWICE BORN RUSSIAN 
Heart gripping account of what God has done in his life and 
travel around the world with the Gospel. Order now for your 
Christmas gifts. 
Cloth bound, $1.50 Paper bound, $1.25 
PETER, DEYNEKA . 


Dept. SS 
2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard Chicago 47, Illinois 


Central American Mission 


Founded by C. |. Scofield, D.D. in 1890 


Sewing All Of Central America 


in Spanish and Indian Languages 
through 120 Missionaries, Hospital Clinic, Radio Regence, Bhs tution, 


and Dey 
Litercture and lolermetion furnished free 
Dept P 3611 Congress Avenue Dallas, Texas 
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Christian Sanatorium 


WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 
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NEEDS 

SEVERAL TRAINED NURSES ) 

and 

) DOMESTIC WORKERS ? 
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? Apply to 2 

> SUPERVISOR OF NURSES = 

CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM Wyckoff, NJ. § 
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Youll want lo own 


John Owen’s 
“THE GLORY 


This final work by 
John Owen explains the benefits and 
results of beholding by faith the 
greater glories of Christ. A_ bio- 
ee sketch by Dr. Wilbur M. 
— general editor of the Bie 
Cloth, 


aoads at your favorite bookstore or 
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What Will Bring Revival? 
By. Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 


the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 


Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, - 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





The Night Before Christmas. By 
Clement Clarke Moore. Illustrated by 
Fran Foley. (Rand McNally & Co., Chi- 
cago 5; $1.) The familiar Christmas 
classic, originally titled, “A Visit from 
St. Nick,” has here been printed in an 
attractive new edition that will delight 
the hearts of boys and girls wherever 
this familiar, rollicking poem is known. 
Most of the pages of the book contain 
just one verse of the poem, and a spar- 
kling illustration. Some of the illus- 
trations are in black and white, but many 
are in appropriate red and green color. 
A surprise awaits at the back of the 
book in the form of a page of heavy 
cardboard figures of St. Nick and the 
two children. These are colored and 
cut, and are ready for the happy owner 
of the book to push them out and put 
the pieces together to form three-dimen- 
sional toys of the figures. The book is 
handsomely bound in colored board 
covers. 


Now That I Believe. By Robert A. 
Cook, (Moody Press, Chicago 10: paper, 
35 cents.) What questions arise in the 
mind and heart of the young person 
who has just been truly saved? One 
who knows the Lord, and whose wide 
experience with youth has given him 
an understanding of young people and 
their spiritual needs, has classified and 
well answered such questions in nine 
brief chapters. One very fine chapter 
is, “The Battle Ahead, or What To Do 
in Temptation.” Another is, “How Do 
I Act Like a Christian, or Wanted: A 
Christian Character.” There are chap- 
ters about the Bible, prayer, testimony, 
and consecration. The language is clear, 
simple, frank, and direct — heart-to-heart 
talks, the loving counsel of a kind and 
true Christian friend. There is a warm 
and constant appeal to the young be- 
liever to go all the way with the Lord, 
and the way is made very plain. The 
make-up of the book, with its attractive 
decorative paper binding and clear, 
beautiful type, lends itself well to the 
most widespread distribution among 
young folks and older ones, too. 


Eternal Salvation. By Thomas H.Hohn. 
(May be had from the author, 648 Jack 
St., Greensburg, Pa., 45 cents a copy, 
paper; 3 copies, $1.25.) In this 46-page 
booklet Mr. Hohn presents many strong 
arguments for the eternal security of the 
be r. He quotes a great many Scrip- 
ture passages, and sentences, paragraphs, 
and poems from well-known writers and 
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preachers of several centuries. He an. 
swers some of the objections to the doc. 
trine. There are several typographica] 
errors which should be corrected in a 
later edition. The way of salvation jg 
made perfectly plain, and there is much 
good instruction for Christians. Mr 
Hohn’s study should bring strength anq 
comfort to established believers, and is 
a useful booklet to place in the hands of 
those who are not settled in the faith. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued- by the Internationa! 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


December 19 to 25 


Mon.—Isaiah 2:2-4, 
The One Who Will Bring Peace, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths.” The hope of the world lies in 
one person, the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
before the world realizes He is man. 
kind’s only hope, it will make the “man 
of sin” its choice. The Lord Jesus Christ 
will then reappear. For that return, let 
us be in a union of prayer. Pray for 
the purification of the Church in prep- 
aration for the return of Christ. 


Tues.—Isaiah 7:14-16, 
Immanuel — God With Us. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His name Im- 
manuel.” Is Christ “Immanuel” to you? 
Is He to you “God .. . manifest in the 
flesh”? Do you think of Him as God 
your Saviour? Christ is not as some 
people think. They seem to think that 
God was the party of the first part, who 
took Jesus, the party of the second part 
and gave Him to die for man, the party 
of the third part. But it was not like 
that. It was thus: “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself.” God 


manifest in the flesh — “Immanuel” — 
bought us with His own blood (Acts 
20:28). All hail Immanuel! Pray for 
China. 


Wed.—Isaiah 9:2-7. 
Justice and Judgment Established. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Establish .. . 
with judgment and with justice.” Eternal 
justice will be brought in by our Lord 
Jesus Christ following the judgment. 
Judgment will usher in the eternal reign 
of justice. Toward that day of reckon- 
ing, men and nations drift relentlessly. 
All must appear before God. Christ will 
be judge. May God hasten that age of 
righteousness! Pray for the conversion 
of millions; and for ministers God can 
use in such a work of grace. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 11:1-9. 
A Rule of Righteousness. 
PrayER SuGcEsTions: “He shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips shall he slay 
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Lesson for December 25 


The Sanday School Times 


President and Editor 
Putri E. Howarp, Jr. 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D,. T. RicHMAN 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emiry D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: Josep P, FRee, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest Gorpon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Broom 








Former President 
Pritip E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H, Cray TrRuMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 

Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$2.50 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2.50 each, per year. 

One copy, five years, $10. 
$2.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.00 each, per year. 


Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








the wicked. And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins.” Our Lord will make 
a full end of wickedness, and establish 
everlasting righteousness. He always 
makes a new ‘beginning after wicked- 
ness comes to the full. The Flood came. 
The dispensation of grace followed Is- 
rael’s rejection of the Messiah. The Lord 
is great on new things. There shall be 
“new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 
Pray for the China Inland Mission staff 
and workers in China. 
Fri.—Jeremiah %3:5-8. 
An Ancient Hope Fulfilled. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A King shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth.” 
Christ is that coming King. His King- 
dom shall have no end. Jsrael rejected 
Him in blindness, but their eyes will be 
opened; the darkening veil will fall from 
their faces; they will mourn as for an 
only son. The:families will weep apart. 
Their anguish will be like that of 
Joseph's brethren when Jesus makes 
Himself known io them. Ancient hopes 
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will then be realized. Pray for the staff 
and workers of the Evangelical Alliance 
Mission in China. 
Sat.—Jeremiah 33:15-18. The Righteous Branch. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “The Branch of 
righteousness.” Christ is the Branch out 
of the root of David. Great David's 
greater Son—the Lord, manifest in the 
flesh, “justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into 
glory” (1 Tim. 3:16), will yet be King 
on David’s throne, and rule over all the 
earth. The Branch of the Lord shall be 
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glorious. Pray for the Liebenzeller Mis- 
sion staff and workers in China. 
Sun.—John 1:1-14. The Word Made Fiesh. 

Prayer Suacestions: “The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” Un- 
less we realize that Jesus is God mani- 
fest in flesh we shall not properly ap- 
preciate His person, words, works, and 
salvation. John on Patmos “fell at his 
feet as dead” as he beheld His glory. 
Have you ever really seen Jesus so as 
to exclaim, “My Lord, and my God”? 
Pray for all evangelical missionary soci- 
eties in China, 
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news items. 






FOUNDED 1937 
JEWS HEARING GOD’S WORD 


: through 32 stations in largest cities of country 
reaching potentially 4,000,000 Jews weekly. Also world 
coverage over Station HCJB, Quito, S.A. Hundreds 
write in for Prophecy Edition New Testament. 

: Write for Free Copy of Magazine 

ee MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 

- containing list of stations, 

Your prayerful 


lo Isracl 


INCORPORATED 1947 








brief, helpful articles and 
interest is needed. 

















details of these and others: 


THE LORD’S PRAYER—An inspiring devotional study of 


our Lord’s basic teaching on prayer. 


HEBREWS—A beautifully outlined analysis study of 


the great epistle. 


GALATIANS—An ideal analysis study for pul- 


pit or class. 


SIX DAYS OF CREATION—Excellent material for 
young people—a fascinating study of Genesis I. 








. 
: 


Looking for fresh, new messages for Sun- 
day or midweek services? Every Moody 
Correspondence Course is full of vital, 
usable, scriptural material—a blessing to 
your own soul, and through you to your 
people. Courses mentioned below are only 
four in our complete curriculum—send for 
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Eagerly Awaiting Their Gifts 





A Michigan businessman has contributed the 
more than one thousand dollars cost of sending 
100,000 copies of a precious meditation booklet in the 
German language to boys and girls like these and to 
their parents. What a blessing he is receiving, for 
the Lord Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” 

And now the famous “Heart Meditation” in the 
German language is ready for the printers. Many of 
God’s stewards of the tithes and offerings will have 
the joy of helping underwrite the cost. One army 
chaplain has written from Germany, asking at least 
fifty thousand Gospels and meditations for his work. 

Missionaries in Korea have requested 100,000 of the 





powerful, “I was a prisoner of Japan” meditations in the Korean language for an “all out” effort 
for souls before the doors are closed by the Communists. A Pennsylvanian has just sent in a check 
for one hundred dollars designated to finance the printing of 10,000 of these. What a blessing he 


is receiving! Nine other one hundreds are needed to complete the printing cost. 


Many thousands of Japanese boys and girls are asking for Meditation 
Study Courses. One Tokyo high school lad used his to win 126 of his 
fellow students to the Lord, and then registered all of them for our study 
course in the Gospel of John, provided free of charge. Those who 
have been privileged to read “Strange Company,” the thrilling story of 
how the soldier who took Jacob DeShazer captive, the intelligence officer 
who tortured him, the guard who watched over him in prison, and the 
warden of the prison in Japan begged DeShazer’s forgiveness in a mam- 
moth public service in Japan know the spine-tingling thrills of the work 
in Japan. A copy of this story will be sent with the receipt to every per- 
son sharing in the special gifts to the Bible Meditation League this month. 

A French Indo-China missionary has written: “As the Bible School 
here advances I have become concerned about the supply of literature 
on hand for the use of the Evangelistic Bands we hope to be able to send 
out beginning the first of the year. Can the Bible Meditation League 
help us again with another edition of 10,000 of the Cambodian Heart 











Tract (booklet)?” Someone will receive the blessing which comes from 
providing part or all of the cost of these booklets—$400. 








twelve manner of fruits and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of 
ee” Revelation 22:2. 
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“All the tithe of the land is the Lords” Len.27:50 
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FRUIT BEAR RECORD 




















China calls! Indonesia calls! South America calls! 


calls! Other nations call! ’ 
Whether you contribute or not, you may have as many copies 

as you desire to distribute of the beautiful tithe record book, “Fruit 

Bearing Record for 1950.” Thousands have found them a bles- 


sing in the past four years. 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 
Please send me free of charge (.....- ) copies of “Fruit Bearing Record for 1950.” 
Enclosed find my Christmas offering of $_.....-..---- for providing Scriptures 


and Bible study material for the world mission fields. I would like to have 
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